
Friday 

November 29, 2019 

T: 582-7800 | F: 582-7044 
www.arubatoday.com 



Trump visits troops 
n Afghanistan, says 
Taliban want deal 


BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Af¬ 
ghanistan (AP) — President 
Donald Trump paid a sur¬ 
prise Thanksgiving visit to 
Afghanistan, where he an¬ 
nounced the U.S. and Tali¬ 
ban have been engaged 
in ongoing peace talks and 
said he believes the Taliban 
want a cease-fire. 

In his first trip to the site of 
America's longest war. 
Trump arrived at Bagram 
Air Field shortly after 8:30 


p.m. local time Thursday 
and spent 3'A hours on 
the ground, serving turkey, 
thanking the troops and 
sitting down with Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani be¬ 
fore leaving just after mid¬ 
night. 

As per tradition, reporters 
were under strict instruc¬ 
tions to keep the trip a 
secret to ensure the presi¬ 
dent's safety in the country. 

Continued on Next Page 



President Donald Trump holds up a tray of Thanksgiving dinner during a surprise Thanksgiving Day 
visit to the troops, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019, at Bagram Air Field, Afghanistan. 

Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 

About 12,000 U.S. forces re¬ 
main in Afghanistan. 
Traveling with Republican 
Sen. John Barrasso of Wyo¬ 
ming and a small clutch of 
aides, including his acting 
chief of staff, press secre¬ 
tary and national security 
adviser. Trump appeared 
in good spirits as he was 
escorted around the base 
by heavily armed soldiers, 
as the smell of burning 
fuel and garbage wafted 
through the chilly air. Unlike 
last year's post-Christmas 
visit to Iraq, first lady Mela¬ 
nia Trump did not make the 
trip. 

Trump’s first stop was a din¬ 
ing hall, where he plated 
turkey and sat down for a 
meal. But he said he only 
tasted the mashed pota¬ 
toes before he was pulled 
away for photos. 

"I never got the turkey," 
he told the troops. "A gor¬ 
geous piece of turkey." 
During his visit. Trump said 
the U.S. and Taliban have 
been engaged in peace 
talks and insisted the Tal¬ 
iban want to make a deal 
after heavy U.S. fire in re¬ 
cent months. 

"We're meeting with them," 
he said. "And we're saying 
it has to be a cease-fire. 
And they don't want to do 


a cease-fire, but now they 
do want to do a cease-fire, 

I believe ... and we'll see 
what happens." 

The trip came after Trump 
abruptly broke off peace 
talks with the Taliban in 
September, canceling a 
secret meeting with Taliban 
and Afghan leaders at the 
Camp David presidential 
retreat after a particularly 
deadly spate of violence, 
capped by a bombing in 
Kabul that killed 12 people, 
including an American sol¬ 
dier. 

That ended a nearly year¬ 
long effort by the U.S. to 
reach a political settlement 
with the Taliban, the group 
that protected al-Qaida 
extremists in Afghanistan, 
prompting U.S. military ac¬ 
tion after the Sept. 11,2001, 
terrorist attacks. U.S. and 
international forces have 
been on the ground ever 
since. 

It was not immediately 
clear how long or substan¬ 
tive the U.S. reengagement 
with the Taliban has been. 
Trump ran his 2016 cam¬ 
paign promising to end the 
nation's "endless wars" and 
has been pushing to with¬ 
draw troops from Afghani¬ 
stan and in the Middle East 
despite protests from top 
U.S. officials, Trump's Re- 
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President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with Afghan President Ashraf Ghani during a 
surprise Thanksgiving Day visit, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019, at Bagram Air Field, Afghanistan. 

Associated Press 


publican allies in Washing¬ 
ton and many U.S. allies 
abroad. For months now, 
he has described Ameri¬ 
can forces as "policemen" 
and argued that other 
countries' wars should be 
theirs to wage. 

Tens of thousands of Af¬ 
ghan civilians and more 
than 2,400 American ser¬ 
vice members have been 
killed since the war began 
18 years ago. 

Just last week. Trump flew 
to Dover Air Force Base in 
Delaware to oversee the 
transfer of the remains of 
two Army officers killed 
when their helicopter 
crashed as they provided 
security for troops on the 
ground in Logar province 
in eastern Afghanistan. The 
Taliban still controls or holds 
sway over about half of the 
country, staging near daily 
attacks targeting Afghan 
forces and government of¬ 
ficials. 

The U.S. and Taliban had 
been close to an agree¬ 
ment in September that 
might have enabled a U.S. 
troop withdrawal. 

Trump said he was pro¬ 
ceeding with a plan to re¬ 
duce U.S. troop levels to 
about 8,600, telling report¬ 
ers we're "bringing down 
the number of troops sub¬ 
stantially." 

Still, he said, the U.S. will 
stay in the country "until we 
have a deal or we have to¬ 
tal victory." 

Trump also met briefly 
with Ghani, the Afghan 
president. Ghani thanked 


the Americans who have 
made the "ultimate sac¬ 
rifice" in Afghanistan and 
assured the president that 
Afghan security forces are 
increasingly leading the 
fight. 

"In the next three months, 
it's going to be all Afghani¬ 
stan!" Ghani said. 

Ghani also praised Trump 
for the October mission 
that killed Islamic State 
leader Abu Bakr al-Bagh- 
dadi. The Afghan leader 
also seemed to suggest, 
as Trump himself has, that 
the al-Baghdadi mission 
was even more significant 
than the 2011 mission tar¬ 
geting al-Qaida founder 
Osama bin Laden. The bin 
Laden mission was ordered 
by then-President Barack 
Obama. 

"President Trump, people 
talk a lot about bin Lad¬ 
en. But what you did to 
eliminate al-Baghdadi ..." 
said Ghani, in remarks be¬ 
fore U.S. troops ahead of 
Trump's departure. 

The White Flouse took pains 
to keep the trip a secret 
after Trump's cover was 
blown last year when Air 
Force One was spotted en 
route to Iraq by an ama¬ 
teur British flight watcher. 
Cellphones and other trans¬ 
mitting devices were con¬ 
fiscated for the duration of 
the trip from everyone trav¬ 
eling aboard Air Force One. 
And Thanksgiving-themed 
tweets were teed up to 
publish ahead of time from 
Trump's account to prevent 
suspicions arising about the 


president’s silence. 

A small group of reporters 
was told to meet Wednes¬ 
day night on the top floor of 
a parking garage and was 
transported in black vans 
to Andrews Air Force Base. 
Meanwhile, the president 
was secretly flying back 
from Florida, where report¬ 
ers had been told he'd be 
spending Thanksgiving at 
his Mar-a-Lago club. 

The plane he'd flown to 
Florida — the modified 747 
painted in the iconic white 
and blue of Air Force One 
— remained parked on 
the tarmac at West Palm 
Beach Airport to avoid 
revealing the president's 
movement. About 9:45 
p.m. Wednesday, the presi¬ 
dent boarded a nearly 
identical plane concealed 
in a hangar at Andrews Air 
Force Base, taking off and 
landing under the cover of 
darkness, with cabin lights 
dimmed and window shut¬ 
ters drawn. 

White House press secretary 
Stephanie Grisham said 
plans for the visit had been 
in the works for weeks. 

"It’s a dangerous area and 
he wants to support the 
troops," Grisham told re¬ 
porters before Trump land¬ 
ed. "He and Mrs. Trump rec¬ 
ognize that there's a lot of 
people who are away from 
their families during the hol¬ 
idays, and we thought it'd 
be a nice surprise." 

Shortly after midnight. 
Trump and his entou¬ 
rage departed from 
Afghanistan.^ 
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Wynn Resorts settles with pension funds over sex allegations 



In this March 15, 2018 file photo, casino mogul Steve Wynn is 
seen during a news conference in Medford, Mass. 

Associated Press 


By SCOn SONNER and MA¬ 
RINA VILLENEUVE 
Associated Press 
RENO, Nev. (AP) — Wynn 
Resorts agreed Wednes¬ 
day to accept $41 million 
from former CEO and chair¬ 
man Steve Wynn and insur¬ 
ance carriers as part of a 
settlement stemming from 
shareholder lawsuits accus¬ 
ing company directors of 
failing to disclose the casi¬ 
no mogul's alleged pattern 
of sexual misconduct. 
Neither the company nor 
its current or former direc¬ 
tors or officers were found 
to have committed any 
wrongdoing in connection 
with the pending settle¬ 
ment involving multiple 
public pension funds, the 
company said in a state¬ 
ment late Wednesday. 

The deal is subject to ap¬ 
proval of a judge in Las Ve¬ 
gas. 

Wynn would pay $20 mil¬ 
lion in damages while an¬ 
other $21 million will come 
from insurance carriers on 


behalf of current and for¬ 
mer employees of Wynn 
Resorts, the company said. 
Wynn has denied all alle¬ 
gations of misconduct. He 
resigned from the casino 
company in February 2018. 
Wynn Resorts said the set¬ 
tlement reached Wednes¬ 
day afternoon credits the 
company with $49 million 
for changes made since 
then, including new poli¬ 
cies to protect workers and 
realignment of the board 
of directors with eight inde¬ 
pendent members, includ¬ 
ing four women. 

Multiple shareholder law¬ 
suits — consolidated into a 
single case in Clark County 
District Court in Las Vegas 
— were filed in 2018 on be¬ 
half of the New York pub¬ 
lic pension fund and mu¬ 
nicipal workers and others 
elsewhere over their invest¬ 
ments in Wynn Resorts. 

They alleged some officers 
and directors knew the 
company's founder and 
chairman made unwant¬ 


ed sexual advances on 
employees and pressured 
them to perform sex acts, 
but did not disclose the al¬ 
leged pattern of sexual mis¬ 
conduct. 

In addition to The New York 
State Common Retirement 
Fund, other plaintiffs includ¬ 
ed an operating engineers' 
construction pension fund 
in Pennsylvania and munic¬ 
ipal firefighters in California. 
"We filed our lawsuit in re¬ 
sponse to serious and re¬ 
peated allegations of sex¬ 
ual misconduct by Steve 
Wynn and the prior board's 
alleged failure to stop it," 
said New York Comptroller 
Thomas DiNapoli, who is in 
charge of that state's $209 
billion retirement fund. He 
said it holds shares in Wynn 
Resorts with an estimated 
value of $23 million. 

"We are gratified that the 
reforms in this agreement 
and those undertaken fol¬ 
lowing the initiation of our 
lawsuit will protect Wynn 
resorts employees and 


shareholders against future 
harm," he said Wednesday. 
Wynn Resorts owns and op¬ 
erates Wynn Las Vegas, En¬ 


core Boston Harbor in Mas¬ 
sachusetts, Wynn Macau 
and Wynn Palace, Cotai in 
Macau. □ 
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Fired Navy Secretary Spencer criticizes Trump in SEAL case 



In this July 27, 2019, file photo. Secretary of the Navy Richard Spencer talks with the media follow¬ 
ing a commissioning ceremony for the U.S. Navy's guided missile destroyer, the USS Paul Ignatius, 
at Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Rich¬ 
ard Spencer, who was 
fired as Navy secretary for 
his handling of a SEAL war 
crimes case championed 
by President Donald Trump, 
wrote that the commander 
in chief "has very little un¬ 
derstanding" of how the 
American military works. 
The extraordinary accusa¬ 
tion came in an opinion 
piece published on The 
Washington Post's website 
Wednesday evening, three 
days after he was fired. 
Spencer called Trump's in¬ 
tervention in the case of 
Navy Chief Petty Officer 
Edward Gallagher "shock¬ 
ing" and unprecedented. 
Spencer was fired Sunday 
by Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper for working a private 
deal with the White House 
to ensure that Gallagher 
be allowed to retire without 
losing his SEAL status. 

In his Post article, Spencer 
acknowledged his mis¬ 
take but also asserted that 
Trump’s actions were detri¬ 
mental to the military. 
Spencer said Trump had in¬ 
volved himself in the Galla¬ 
gher case "almost from the 
start," by telephoning Spen¬ 


cer even before the SEAL'S 
court martial started to ask 
that Gallagher be moved 
out of confinement at a 
Navy brig. Spencer said he 
resisted Trump because the 
presiding judge had decid¬ 
ed that confinement was 
important. Nonetheless, 


Trump ordered Spencer to 
transfer Gallagher from the 
brig to the equivalent of an 
enlisted barracks. 

Spencer said he believes 
Trump's interest in the case 
stemmed partly from the 
way Gallagher’s defense 
lawyers and others "worked 


to keep it front and center 
in the media." 

After Gallagher was ac¬ 
quitted of most charges 
but convicted of posing 
with the corpse of an Islam¬ 
ic State extremist in Iraq, 
he submitted his request 
to retire. In Spencer's tell¬ 
ing, that raised three ques¬ 
tions for the Navy, including 
whether Gallagher should 
be allowed to retire at his 
current rank. The military 
jury had said he should be 
demoted. 

Trump, who had tweeted 
support for Gallagher and 
stated that his case had 
been "handled very badly 
from the beginning," short- 
circuited the Navy's ad¬ 
ministrative review of Gal¬ 
lagher's status by ordering 
Spencer to restore Galla¬ 
gher's rank. 

"This was a shocking and 
unprecedented interven¬ 
tion in a low-level review," 
Spencer wrote. "It was also 
a reminder that the presi¬ 
dent has very little under¬ 
standing of what it means 
to be in the military, to fight 
ethically or to be governed 
by a uniform set of rules 
and practices." 

Spencer's scathing com¬ 
mentary echoes the thrust 
of an opinion piece pub¬ 
lished two days earlier by 
two of his predecessors, 
Richard Danzig and Sean 


O'Keefe. 

Danzig, who led the Navy 
under President Bill Clinton, 
and O'Keefe, his predeces¬ 
sor in the administration 
of President George H.W. 
Bush, wrote in The New York 
Times that Trump has politi¬ 
cized the military to its detri¬ 
ment. 

"His values are not those of 
our military," they wrote. 
Last week. Trump tweeted 
that Gallagher must be al¬ 
lowed to keep his Trident 
pin, the medal that desig¬ 
nates a SEAL member. The 
Navy had planned to let 
an administrative board re¬ 
view the question starting 
Monday, but eventually 
Esper decided to stop that 
process and let Gallagher 
retire as a SEAL, as Trump 
had ordered. 

Earlier Wednesday, the 
Navy announced that it 
had canceled the peer-re¬ 
view boards for three SEAL 
officers who supervised 
Gallagher during the Iraq 
deployment that gave rise 
to the war crimes charges. 
Acting Navy Secretary 
Thomas Modly said the 
case was becoming a dis¬ 
traction for the commando 
force, known for its quiet 
professionalism but recent¬ 
ly roiled with controversy. 
The decision was the latest 
twist in the Gallagher mat¬ 
ter. Trump has made no 
mention of the three SEAL 
officers also ordered to be 
reviewed. All three had 
overseen Gallagher dur¬ 
ing his 2017 deployment to 
Iraq. 

But Modly said there were 
better ways to address any 
"failures in conduct, perfor¬ 
mance, judgment, or pro¬ 
fessionalism exhibited by 
these officers." 

He directed the chief of 
naval operations to end 
the review process for Lt. 
Cmdr. Robert Breisch, Lt. 
Jacob Portier and Lt. Thom¬ 
as MacNeil. 

"The United States Navy, 
and the Naval Special 
Warfare Community spe¬ 
cifically, have dangerous 
and important work to do," 
Modly said in a statement. 
"In my judgment, neither 
deserves the continued dis¬ 
traction and negative at¬ 
tention that recent events 
have evoked. "□ 
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After wind scare, balloons fly in Macy's Thanksgiving parade 


By SABRINA CASERTA 
NEW YORK (AP) — The be¬ 
loved balloons flew, but 
lower than usual, in a windy 
Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade after an anxious 
weather watch. 

Wind had threatened to 
ground the giant inflated 
characters. But officials an¬ 
nounced less than an hour 
before Thursday's start time 
that the balloons could fly, 
if in a down-to-Earth way. 
As the parade continued 
— even while city emer¬ 
gency officials sent out a 
public alert about wind 
gusts — handlers struggled 
with some giant balloons 
and pulled them close to 
the ground. Meanwhile, 
winds did keep giant bal¬ 
loons out of Philadelphia's 
Thanksgiving Day parade. 
The Macy's parade bal¬ 
loons might have been 
lowered, but Susan Ko- 
teen's spirits weren't. She 
has traveled from Florida, 
three years in a row, to see 
the parade. 

"We love it. Because it's ex¬ 
citing, it's patriotic, and it 
just — it warms your heart," 
she said. 

Spectators lined up a half- 
dozen deep along the 
route on a gusty fall day, 
with leaves and confetti 
swirling in the wind. 

A "Green Eggs and Ham" 
balloon joined the lineup, 
Smokey Bear returned for 
the first time since 1993, 
and spectators got to see 
new versions of favorites 
Snoopy and SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 

A smaller new balloon, 
Japanese artist Yayoi Kusa- 


ma's "Love Flies Up to the 
Sky," and two star-shaped 
balloons ultimately didn't 
make the lineup because 
of tears and stress from in¬ 
flation before the parade, 
Macy's said. A giant Ron¬ 
ald McDonald balloon also 
tore before the parade 
and was pulled out mid¬ 
way through, the company 
said. The McDonald's char¬ 
acter had a visibly deflated 
leg. 

Macy's spokesman Orlan¬ 
do Veras called the parade 
"a fantastic event despite 
these minor challenges." 
During the middle of the 
parade, the wind was 13 
mph (21 kph) with gusts 
up to 32 mph (51 kph), ac¬ 
cording to the National 
Weather Service. 

City rules require balloons 
to be grounded if sustained 
winds exceed 23 mph (37 
kph) and gusts exceed 34 
mph (55 kph). The balloons 
have been grounded only 
once for weather-related 
reasons, in 1971. 

On Thursday, in a windy 
spot near the start of the 
2.5-mile (4-kilometer) route, 
a Nutcracker balloon 
knocked into a handler, 
who fell down but then 
continued along. A Grin- 
ch balloon touched some 
trees as it passed a corner, 
drawing an "ooh!" from the 
crowd. 

To parade-goer Kate 
O'Connor, the wind was 
"scary, especially around 
the corners — they're like 
wind tunnels." 

It was still cool to see the 
balloons up close, "but 
they're really meant to be 
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Participates make their way down New York's Central Park West 
during the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade, Thursday, Nov. 28, 
2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


seen from underneath," 
said the resident of New¬ 
town, Connecticut, who 
comes to the parade every 
other year with her daugh¬ 
ter, Megan, 8. 

Joanna Mammen and her 
family came from Bradford 
County in northern Pennsyl¬ 
vania to revisit the parade 
she attended every year 
while growing up in the 
Bronx. 

"My favorite float, as a 
kid, was Santa Claus," said 
Mammen, 69. "Most of 
the other floats from that 
time, the kids these days 
wouldn't even recognize. 
But it's a beautiful tradition, 
to come out and experi¬ 
ence the crowd." 

It was a first-time experi¬ 
ence for her husband. 
Bill. And for him, it was all 
about sharing the fun with 
the couple's son, Jason, 
and 2-year-old grandson, 
Lincoln. 

"Thanksgiving is not just 
about the people I love. It is 
the people I love," he said. 
Willie Brown traveled from 
Dallas to see the parade, 
particularly entertainers Ci- 
ara and Kelly Rowland. 

"This was really a bucket list 
item for me, Macy's Day 


Parade in New York City," 
the 23-year-old said. "You 
grow up seeing glimpses on 
TV, but it's something I knew 
I needed to experience." 
The parade, one of the 
city's most popular events, 
features about 8,000 
marchers, two dozen floats, 
entertainers and march¬ 
ing bands, ending with an 
appearance from Santa 
Claus. 

The character balloons can 
go as high as 55 feet (16 
meters) off the ground and 
as low as 10 feet (3 meters). 
The rules requiring them to 


be grounded in high winds 
came after a "Cat in the 
Hat" balloon blew into a 
lamppost near Central Park 
in 1997, critically injuring a 
woman. 

In 2005, an M&M's balloon 
smacked into a lamppost 
in Times Square, causing 
cuts and bruises to a wom¬ 
an in a wheelchair and her 
11-year-old sister. 

In 2017, a gust on an oth¬ 
erwise calm day sent a 
smaller balloon into a tree 
branch. That one popped 
and fell harmlessly onto the 
crowd.□ 
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Michigan, Illinois set to usher in recreational pot sales 



This Nov. 25, 2019 photo shows marijuana on display at Arbors Wellness in the medical marijuana 
shop in Ann Arbor, Mich. Adults age 21 and over will be able to buy marijuana for recreational use 
starting Sunday, Dec. 1 in Michigan. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID EGGERT and 
KATHLEEN FOODY 
Associated Press 
ANN ARBOR, Mich. (APj 

— James Daly is eager to 
make marijuana history 
on Sunday, when he plans 
to open the doors to Ar¬ 
bors Wellness, beckon the 
lengthy line outside and 
legally start selling recre¬ 
ational pot for the first time 
in the Midwest. 

"We've worked very hard 
to be prepared," said Daly, 
who owns the medical 
dispensary that, for now, 
is among just six shops in 
Michigan — mostly in Ann 
Arbor — also approved to 
start selling for adult use in 
December. The business 
is doubling staff and has 
fielded calls from potential 
customers across the state 
along with neighboring 
Ohio and Indiana. 

"The end of prohibition is 
historic," he said. "We want¬ 
ed to rip the Band-Aid off." 
Both Michigan and Illinois, 
which allows sales starting 
on Jan. 1, are officially join¬ 
ing nine other states that 
broadly allow marijuana 
sales. Companies are rush¬ 
ing to complete renova¬ 
tions at dispensaries, ex¬ 
pand their growing facili¬ 
ties, and get staff hired and 
trained. 

The Midwestern states' 
launch into the potentially 
lucrative recreational mar¬ 
ket comes at a turbulent 
time for the industry, which 
has been rocked by layoffs, 
the vaping health scare 
and investor disappoint¬ 
ment with Canada's mari¬ 
juana program. 

In both states, a limited 
number of businesses have 
received state licenses let¬ 
ting them sell recreational 
products initially. But those 
same retailers must keep 
enough product on hand 
to supply people certified 
as patients under medical 
marijuana laws. 

The conditions are "almost 
a guarantee" that Illinois 
and Michigan customers 
will experience long lines, 
product shortages and po¬ 
tentially high prices in the 
early stages, said Adam 
Orens, co-founder of the 
Marijuana Policy Group. 
"They've got to get through 
the growing pains to get a 


system implemented," he 
said. 

Taking marijuana from a 
small cutting to dried flow¬ 
er ready to be sold or trans¬ 
formed into edible gum- 
mies or oils takes months. 

In Michigan, where vot¬ 
ers legalized recreational 
pot just over a year ago, 
regulators who began ac¬ 
cepting license applica¬ 
tions Nov. 1 are aiding the 
transition by letting medi¬ 
cal growers, processors 
and dispensaries transfer 
up to half their products to 
the recreational side under 
certain conditions. 

But marijuana is unlikely to 
be more broadly available 
until more businesses be¬ 
come licensed and addi¬ 
tional communities autho¬ 
rize sales. 

More than 1,400 of Michi¬ 
gan's nearly 1,800 cities, 
townships and villages are 
not allowing recreational 
businesses. Even Detroit, 
home to the most medical 
dispensaries in the state, 
has delayed recreational 
sales until at least Jan. 31. 
"This is brand new for a lot 
of municipalities. I think it's 
important that they are 
doing their due diligence 
and taking an approach 
that honors the will of their 
people," said Andrew Bris- 
bo, executive director of 
the Marijuana Regulatory 
Agency, which has award¬ 


ed 18 licenses and ap¬ 
proved 78 pre-qualification 
applications. 

He said he expects adult 
sales to occur in "some con¬ 
sistent form" at a greater 
number of Michigan loca¬ 
tions by the end of March. 
In Illinois, seven months will 
have separated Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker's signing of legisla¬ 
tion permitting people 21 
and older to buy and pos¬ 
sess marijuana and the 
start of sales in January. 

The first round of applica¬ 
tions is limited to existing 
medical marijuana retail¬ 
ers, and about 30 are newly 
licensed to sell recreational 
products. 

More could be approved 
before January. 

Most of the state's licensed 
cultivation companies are 
expanding their space to 
meet higher demand for 
marijuana products. But 
that work takes time, too. 
Mark de Souza, CEO of the 
state's largest marijuana 
producer Revolution Enter¬ 
prises, said he has heard 
from dispensary operators 
"panicked" that they could 
have empty shelves within 
months of adult sales be¬ 
ginning. 

But he believes the overall 
structure Illinois' law creat¬ 
ed will become the indus¬ 
try's "gold standard." 

"You're going to ensure ev¬ 
erything from compliance 


to truth in labeling to taxes 
to consumer safety," he 
said. "We don't think any 
short-term supply issues are 
going to be harmful." 

Still, retailers are consider¬ 
ing appointment-based 
systems rather than lin¬ 
ing up customers in winter 
weather. Others have ret¬ 
rofitted their dispensaries 
to let medical patients in 
one door and recreational 
customers in another, hop¬ 
ing to limit confusion if their 
product supplies run low. 
Amy Manganelli, chief op¬ 
erating officer at Maple- 
glen Care Center in the 
western Illinois city of Rock¬ 
ford, said she is anticipating 
long lines and taking steps 
to prepare employees. 

"We can't open January 1 
and have somebody futz- 
ing with the scanner," she 
said. "That won't make the 
people in line, standing out¬ 
side in winter, very happy." 
State law lets local govern¬ 
ments bar recreational dis¬ 
pensaries, and at least two 
of Illinois' existing medical 
dispensaries are in com¬ 
munities that decided to 
prevent expanded sales. 
Chicago set up seven dis¬ 
tricts with a limited number 
of dispensaries allowed in 
each, and business own¬ 
ers only learned at a lottery 
event in mid-November 
where they could operate 
within the city. 


Illinois lawmakers said they 
expected a slow start. Their 
long-term goals, though, 
hinge on parts of the law in¬ 
tended to ensure people of 
color can open and work 
for marijuana businesses 
despite historic inequities in 
enforcement of state and 
federal drug laws. 

The law includes a scoring 
bonus during the license- 
award process for social 
equity applicants — peo¬ 
ple living in communities 
most affected by enforce¬ 
ment of marijuana laws, or 
individuals arrested for or 
convicted of marijuana of¬ 
fenses that would be legal 
under the new law. A low- 
interest loan program for 
these applicants also was 
created as part of the law. 
Michigan has cut mari¬ 
juana licensing fees for 
prospective business own¬ 
ers living in 41 cities whose 
residents were dispropor¬ 
tionately impacted by drug 
enforcement. 

Toi Hutchinson, a former Il¬ 
linois state senator who 
oversees the work of all 
seven state agencies that 
interact with cannabis busi¬ 
nesses, said she is confident 
that regulators are hitting 
their deadlines. And she 
said they will be prepared 
for other significant mile¬ 
stones in 2020, including 
the first round of applicants 
seeking 75 additional li¬ 
censes to sell recreational 
products. 

January will bring "hiccups," 
Hutchison acknowledged. 
But she said Illinois must stay 
focused on broader goals 
including making sure peo¬ 
ple of color get opportuni¬ 
ties in the marijuana indus¬ 
try. 

"If we're really serious about 
equity, this is a long game," 
said Hutchinson, who co¬ 
sponsored the marijuana 
legalization proposal. "This 
isn't just about January 1 
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3 hurt at Texas chemical plant 
hit by 2 massive explosions 


Smoke and fire are visible from the TPC Group Port Neches Op¬ 
erations explosion on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2019, in Port Nech¬ 
es, Texas. 

Associated Press 


PORT NECHES, Texas (AP) 

— Two massive explosions 
13 hours apart tore through 
a Texas chemical plant 
Wednesday, and one left 
three workers injured. 

The blasts blew out win¬ 
dows and doors of nearby 
homes and prompted a 
mandatory evacuation of 
a 4-mile (7-kilometer) ra¬ 
dius from the plant in Port 
Neches in Southeast Texas, 
about 80 miles (129 kilome¬ 
ters) east of Houston. Offi¬ 
cials say they have no esti¬ 
mate for how long the fire 
will burn. 

The initial explosion at the 
TPC Group plant, which 
makes chemical and pe¬ 
troleum-based products, 
occurred around 1 a.m. 
It sent a large plume of 
smoke stretching for miles 
and started a fire. 

The three workers hurt dur¬ 
ing the blast —two TPC 
employees and a contrac¬ 
tor — were treated at hos¬ 
pitals and released, said 


Troy Monk, TPC's director of 
health, safety and security. 
About 30 employees work¬ 
ing at the plant at the time 
of the explosion were all 
accounted for, according 
to TPC. 

Jefferson County Judge 
Jeff Branick, the top county 
official, told Beaumont TV 
station KFDM that it's a mir¬ 
acle no one died. He said 
one worker suffered burns 
and the others had a bro¬ 
ken wrist and a broken leg. 
Monk said the blast oc¬ 
curred in an area of the 
plant that makes butadi¬ 
ene, a chemical used to 
make synthetic rubber and 
other products. He said the 
plant has 175 full-time em¬ 
ployees and 50 contract 
workers. 

The second blast ripped 
through the plant about 
2 p.m., sending a steel re¬ 
actor tower rocketing high 
into the air. That prompted 
Jefferson County Judge 
Jeff Branick, the top county 


official, to order a manda¬ 
tory evacuation of Port 
Neches and neighboring 
Groves, Nederland and 
part of Port Arthur. Water 
cannons were trained on 
surrounding plant works 
and tanks to keep them 
cool and avoid further ex¬ 
plosions. 

At a Wednesday night 
news conference, Branick 
said a loss of power at the 
plant prevented any in¬ 
vestigation into the cause 
of the explosions or how 
much damage was done 
to the facility. Likewise, he 
said there was no estimate 
yet for the amount of dam¬ 
age to the surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Monk said TPC would form 
an investigation team to 
determine what led to the 
explosions. 

"We're staying focused on 
the safety of our emergen¬ 
cy response personnel folks 
in and around in the com¬ 
munity as well as trying to 


protect the environment," 
Monk said at a news con¬ 
ference. 

Firefighters have not been 
able to fully assess the dam¬ 
age at the plant, he said. 
Branick, who lives near the 
plant, said at the news 
conference that he was 
awakened at his home by 
the initial blast, which blew 
in his front and back doors, 
"damaging them pretty sig¬ 
nificantly." 

Jefferson County Emer¬ 
gency Management coor¬ 
dinator Mike White told the 
Beaumont Enterprise that 
five residents were being 
treated for minor injuries. 


mostly related to shattered 
glass. He said state environ¬ 
mental officials were moni¬ 
toring air quality but that no 
elevated chemical levels 
had been detected. 

Texas has seen multiple 
petrochemical industry 
blazes this year, including a 
March fire that burned for 
days near Houston and an¬ 
other that killed a worker at 
a plant in nearby Crosby. 

In the March fire, prosecu¬ 
tors filed five water pollution 
charges against the com¬ 
pany that owns the petro¬ 
chemical storage facility 
after chemicals flowed into 
a nearby waterway.Q 



Video app TikTok unblocks teen who posted on China's Muslims 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Chinese-owned video app 
TikTok says it has unblocked 
a U.S. teenager and re¬ 
stored her viral video con¬ 
demning China’s treatment 
of its Muslim minority. 

The video was removed 
for 50 minutes Wednesday 
due to a "human modera¬ 
tion error," according to a 
statement from Eric Han, 
an American who heads 
TikTok's U.S. content-mod¬ 
eration team. The site's 
guidelines don't preclude 
the video's content, Han 
said. TikTok is popular with 
millions of U.S. teens and 
young adults but several 
U.S. senators have raised 
concerns about data col¬ 
lection and censorship on 


the site of content not in line 
with the Chinese govern¬ 
ment. The U.S. government 
has reportedly launched 
a national-security review 
of the site. The 40-second 
video, which news reports 
identified as the work of 
17-year-old Feroza Aziz of 
New Jersey, starts off as an 
innocuous tutorial on how 
to get long eyelashes. 

It then segues into an ap¬ 
peal for viewers to inform 
themselves of plight of the 
Muslim minority in China. 
"This is another Holocaust, 
yet no one is talking about 
it," Aziz says. China is esti¬ 
mated to have detained 
up to 1 million minority Mus¬ 
lims Uighurs in prisonlike de¬ 
tention centers. □ 
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U.S. to pay less into NATO budget as Macron urges deep talks 



NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, left is welcomed by 
French President Emmanuel Macron at the Elysee Palace in Par¬ 
is, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — NATO lead¬ 
ers must stop bickering 
over defense spending 
and have a deep discus¬ 
sion about the future of the 
military alliance and how 
ties with Russia can be im¬ 
proved at a summit, French 
President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron said Thursday. 
Macron's call for intensive 
talks on how to shore up se¬ 
curity in Europe, cope with 
volatile member Turkey 
and restore U.S. leadership 
came as NATO Secretary- 
General Jens Stoltenberg 


said Washington will pay 
less into the alliance's bud¬ 
get from next year, with 
Germany filling the spend¬ 
ing gap. 

Ahead of a summit of NATO 
leaders in London next 
week, Macron held discus¬ 
sions with NATO Secretary- 
General Jens Stoltenberg in 
Paris. 

At a joint press conference. 
Macron posed a series of 
questions about NATO, 
an organization that he 
termed as "brain dead" just 
a few weeks ago, a charge 
that was criticized by oth¬ 
ers within the alliance. 
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"NATO is an organization of 
collective defense. Against 
what, against who is it de¬ 
fending itself? Who is our 
common enemy? What 
are our common topics? 
This question deserves clari¬ 
fications." 

Macron said he was glad 
his recent comments have 
acted as a "wake-up call" 
and that it was "irresponsi¬ 
ble" to just talk about finan¬ 
cial and technical matters. 
"A real alliance is action, 
decisions, not words. So, I 
want us to have a real dia¬ 
logue among allies," he in¬ 
sisted. 

Macron complained that 
NATO's two previous sum¬ 
mits have focused almost 
exclusively on defense 
spending and "how to alle¬ 
viate the financial cost for 
the United States." 

At the Dec. 3-4 summit in 
London, Trump is expect¬ 
ed to repeat his demand 
that European nations and 
Canada increase their de¬ 
fense spending. The U.S. 
spends more on defense 
than all other 28 allies com¬ 
bined. 

In an announcement Thurs¬ 
day, Stoltenberg said the 
allies have agreed to re¬ 
formulate NATO's relatively 
small in-house budget and 
that Washington would 
now pay less. 

NATO allies agreed last 
year to a 2019 civil budget 
for running things like the or¬ 
ganization's headquarters 
of $250.5 million. A further 
$1.4 billion was earmarked 
for spending on military mis¬ 


sions around the world. 

But Stoltenberg said Thurs¬ 
day that a new cost¬ 
sharing formula has been 
agreed and that "the U.S. 
will pay less, Germany will 
pay more." 

Washington was previously 
the biggest contributor, 
paying about 22%. Stolten¬ 
berg said the U.S. and Ger¬ 
many will now both pay 
"roughly 16%." 

The move does not con¬ 
cern the national defense 
budgets that Trump rou¬ 
tinely complains about 
but could help to mollify 
him. It came a day after 
NATO announced a $1 bil¬ 
lion contract to refurbish its 
aging fleet of surveillance 
planes made by U.S. air¬ 
craft manufacturer Boeing. 
Macron said France won't 
increase its contributions 
for NATO's in-house bud¬ 
get and referred to the 13 
French soldiers killed in a 
helicopter collision as they 
were fighting Islamic State 
group-linked extremists in 
Mali. 

"If anyone wants to see 
what they call cost sharing, 
they can dome to the cer¬ 
emony that France is orga¬ 
nizing on Monday," he said. 
"They will see the price." 
Macron said NATO really 
needs to focus on what it's 
about, to resolve a series of 
questions, such as how to 
maintain peace in Europe, 
relations with Russia, the 
role of Turkey in NATO and 
who the alliance's enemies 
might be. 

He called for a return to 


dialogue with Russia that is 
"lucid, robust and demand¬ 
ing" in order to enhance 
confidence and security 
on the continent. NATO's 
relations with Russia have 
arguable been at their 
frostiest since the end of the 
Cold War as a result Russia's 
annexation of Ukraine's 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014. 
Macron added that the 
alliance needs to focus 
on the common enemy, 
which he said is neither Rus¬ 
sia nor China, but extremist 
groups. 

Despite the in-fighting, Stol¬ 
tenberg played down the 
divisions and insisted that 
NATO was as relevant as it 
has ever been. 

"In uncertain times we need 
strong multinational institu¬ 
tions like NATO," he said. 
"The paradox is that while 
questions are being asked 
about the strength of the 
trans-Atlantic bond, North 
America and Europe are 
doing more together than 
they have done for de¬ 
cades." 

Macron also lamented the 
collapse of the Intermedi¬ 
ate-Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty, which the U.S. aban¬ 
doned after insisting that 
Russia was violating the 
pact. The INF was a Cold 
War-era bilateral agree¬ 
ment between Washington 
and Moscow. 

"To say that a treaty is over 
without having anything 
else in place," he said. "Let's 
be serious. We're talking 
about Europe's security."q 


Ban Black Friday? French activists, 
lawmakers want to try 


PARIS (AP) — Dozens of 
French activists blocked an 
Amazon warehouse south 
of Paris in a Black Friday- 
inspired protest, amid in¬ 
creased opposition to the 
post-Thanksgiving sales 
phenomenon that has 
seen a group of French 
lawmakers push to ban it 
altogether.Protesters from 
climate group Amis de la 
terre (Friends of the Earth) 
spread hay and old refrig¬ 
erators and microwaves 
on the driveway leading to 
the warehouse in Bretigny- 


sur-Orge on Thursday. They 
held signs in front of the 
gates reading "Amazon: For 
the climate, for jobs, stop 
expansion, stop over-pro¬ 
duction!" The activists were 
later dislodged by police. 
More demonstrations are 
expected as Black Friday 
looms into view. French cli¬ 
mate groups are planning 
"Block Friday" demonstra¬ 
tions Friday. Their objec¬ 
tions are garnering some 
support within France's 
National Assembly. Some 
French lawmakers want 


to ban Black Friday, which 
has morphed into a global 
phenomenon even though 
it stems from a specifically 
U.S. holiday: Thanksgiving 
Thursday. A French legisla¬ 
tive committee passed an 
amendment Monday that 
proposes prohibiting Black 
Friday since it causes "re¬ 
source waste" and "over¬ 
consumption." 

The amendment, which 
was put forward by France's 
former environment minis¬ 
ter, Delphine Batho, will be 
debated next month. □ 
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Angry China weighs options as Trump backs Hong Kong bills 



Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang gestures as he speaks during a daily briefing 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs office in Beijing, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. 

Associated Press 


BEIJING (AP) — Chinas 
fury over President Donald 
Trump’s decision to sign 
legislation supporting hu¬ 
man rights in Hong Kong is 
evident. What's less clear 
is what "countermeasures" 
Beijing may take in re¬ 
sponse to what it said Thurs¬ 
day were "extremely evil" 
and dangerous moves. 
Before signing the bills. 
Trump said he was con¬ 
cerned that trade talks with 
China might be disrupted. 
Analysts say the potential 
consequences could ex¬ 
tend well beyond the cur¬ 
rent round of negotiations 
in the tariff war between 
the world's two largest 
economies. 

The Hong Kong Human 
Rights and Democracy Act 
of 2019 passed both houses 
of Congress nearly unani¬ 
mously. It amends a law 
passed in 1992 to buttress 
the former British colony's 
status as a semi-autono¬ 
mous region after China 
took control in 1997. 

It's that special status that 
has enabled Hong Kong 
residents to take to the 
streets in massive, often vio¬ 
lent protests in the past six 
months, exercising civil lib¬ 
erties the ruling Communist 
Party prohibits in mainland 
China. 

The law calls for sanctions 
against Chinese and Hong 
Kong officials deemed to 
have abused human rights. 
A separate law bans ex¬ 
ports of tear gas, pepper 
spray, rubber bullets, water 
cannons, tasers and other 
"nonlethal" weapons often 
used in riot control. 

China's foreign ministry said 
the support for the pro¬ 
testers, who have at times 


paralyzed parts of the city 
with mass transport disrup¬ 
tions, university occupa¬ 
tions and clashes with po¬ 
lice, amounts to backing 
for "violent criminals." 

In a reflection of Beijing's 
assertion that the protests 
are part of a foreign con¬ 
spiracy, the ministry said 
the legislation should unite 
Chinese, including those in 
Hong Kong, in opposition to 
"sinister" U.S. intentions. 

The legislation includes a 
provision that could pro¬ 
foundly alter U.S. treatment 
of Hong Kong as a sepa¬ 
rate territory for trade if an 
annual review by the State 
Department determines it 
no longer has enough au¬ 
tonomy from the Chinese 
mainland. 

That could "have a hugely 
negative impact on inves¬ 
tors in Hong Kong, no mat¬ 
ter if they're from Hong 
Kong, mainland China or 
other countries," said Shi 
Yinhong, an expert on in¬ 
ternational relations at Ren- 
min University's School of 
International Studies. 

Trade with China would 
suffer more, given Hong 
Kong's status as an impor¬ 
tant financial center — a 
role that has been growing 
as relations between China 
and the U.S. have dete¬ 
riorated amid their bruising 
trade war. 

"The most needed prospect 
of certainty for business will 
vanish," said Shi, who ex¬ 
pects China to adopt a 
tougher stance on trade 
and other issues. 

Apart from balking at fur¬ 
ther trade talks, Beijing's 
options for retaliation could 
include refusing to coop¬ 
erate with Washington in 


dealings with North Korea 
and Iran, recalling the Chi¬ 
nese ambassador to the 
U.S. or even downgrading 
diplomatic ties, Shi said. 
Trump is due to raise tariffs 
on $160 billion worth of Chi¬ 
nese products, including 
smartphones and laptops, 
as of Dec. 15. Officials on 
both sides were suggesting 
a preliminary deal to ease 
trade tensions was within 
striking distance and it's un¬ 
clear if the U.S. move will 
directly affect those nego¬ 
tiations. 

A Chinese Commerce Min¬ 
istry spokesman, asked at a 
weekly news briefing, said 


there was no new informa¬ 
tion to offer. 

So far, the two sides have 
sought to keep Hong Kong 
and trade issues separate, 
said Tu Xinquan of the Uni¬ 
versity of International Busi¬ 
ness and Economics. 
"China doesn't want to 
connect the two things to¬ 
gether," said Tu. "China be¬ 
lieves trade issues should 
not be politicized." 

Trump has not devoted 
much attention to Hong 
Kong, and Chinese lead¬ 
ers likely understand he 
had little option politically 
but to sign the legislation. 
It's not the first time Beijing 


has been incensed by U.S. 
moves on Taiwan and oth¬ 
er issues. 

The best that can be hoped 
for right now is to keep rela¬ 
tions at their current chilly 
level and wait to see if the 
legislation leads to actual 
action by Washington. 

Like the proverbial sword of 
Damocles, it might not fall, 
said Tu. 

"If the U.S. takes sanctions 
against Hong Kong based 
on those future reviews, 
China will take counter¬ 
measures," he said. "The 
kind of measures will de¬ 
pend on how serious the 
U.S. actions are. "□ 
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Rebel attacks in eastern Congo kill several Ebola responders 



In this Tuesday, July 16, 2019 file photo, health workers dressed 
in protective gear begin their shift at an Ebola treatment center 
in Beni, Congo DRC. 

Associated Press 


ByAL-HADJIKUDRAMALIRO 
and CARA ANNA 
Associated Press 
BENI, Congo (AP) — Rebels 
killed four Ebola response 
workers in an overnight 
ambush in eastern Congo, 
the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion said Thursday, warning 
that the attack will give the 
waning outbreak new mo¬ 
mentum in what has been 
called a war zone. 

"We are heartbroken that 
our worst fears have been 
realized," WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said. It was by far the dead¬ 
liest such attack in the sec¬ 
ond-worst Ebola outbreak 
in history, the United Na¬ 
tions health agency said. 
The dead included a mem¬ 
ber of a vaccination team, 
two drivers and a police of¬ 
ficer. Many of the six others 
wounded were with Con¬ 
go's health ministry. 

Mai-Mai fighters attacked 
a camp housing scores of 
aid workers overnight in Bi- 
akato, local official Salam- 
bongo Selemani told The 
Associated Press. Warnings 
had been posted demand¬ 
ing that the health workers 
leave or face "the worst," 
Selemani said. 


The other attack targeted 
an Ebola response coordi¬ 
nation office in Mangina, 
WHO said. Allied Demo¬ 
cratic Forces rebels are to 
blame, Beni territory admin¬ 
istrator Donat Kasereka Kib- 
wana said. 

WHO's emergencies direc¬ 
tor Dr. Mike Ryan, however, 
said neither the attackers’ 
identities nor their motiva¬ 
tion had been confirmed 
but it was "unmistakably 
a directed attack at the 
response." More than 100 


WHO staffers and other 
aid workers were evacu¬ 
ated.This is not the first time 
that health workers trying 
to contain the outbreak 
have been targeted. Over¬ 
all, health workers and 
infrastructure have been 
attacked 386 times with 
seven people killed and 77 
wounded, Ryan said. 

Some have called this out¬ 
break more complicated 
than any other. Several 
rebel groups are active in 
the region, and local offi¬ 


cials say some believe Eb¬ 
ola is nothing but a political 
ploy. 

"Imagine, a doctor leaves 
home in the U.S. or else¬ 
where to come sleep in a 
tent to help save us from 
this scourge of Ebola and 
yet poorly educated young 
people want to attack him. 
... It is very deplorable," said 
Fiston Kamango, a youth 
leader in Biakato.The latest 
attacks come after days of 
deadly unrest in the city of 
Beni, where residents out¬ 
raged by repeated rebel 
attacks stormed the local 
U.N. peacekeeping base, 
demanding more protec¬ 
tion. WHO evacuated 49 of 
its staffers there, leaving 71 
in place. 

The United States, Britain, 
Canada and Switzerland 
on Thursday issued a joint 
statement condemning the 
"senseless acts of violence" 
by armed groups and ap¬ 
pealing for calm while say¬ 
ing they understood the lo¬ 
cal frustrations. 

Ebola response work was 
put on lockdown in Beni, 
dismaying health experts 
who say every attack hurts 
crucial efforts to contain 
the deadly virus. Most of 
the recent new cases have 
been reported in the newly 
targeted communities of Bi- 
akato, Mangina and Beni. 
"The last strongholds of the 
virus were in these areas," 
WHO's Ryan said. He called 
working conditions in the 
remote areas difficult at 
the best of times. 

The number of cases had 
been dropping in the 
yearlong outbreak which 
has killed more than 2,100 
people and was declared 
a rare global health emer¬ 
gency earlier this year. Sev¬ 
eral days this month, zero 
cases were reported. Just 
seven cases were reported 
in the past week, WHO said. 
Cases have surged after 
previous attacks on health 
workers and facilities. "Eb¬ 
ola was retreating. These 
attacks will give it force 
again," the WHO chief said. 
In one example of how 
any pause can sharply af¬ 
fect Ebola containment 
efforts, WHO has said no 
one in Beni could be vac¬ 
cinated against the virus on 
Monday. The health agen¬ 


cy previously could trace 
more than 90% of contacts 
of infected people in the 
city but now that figure is 
just 17%, a U.N. spokesman 
said Tuesday. 

Residents accuse Con¬ 
golese and U.N. forces of 
not doing enough to pro¬ 
tect civilians from the reb¬ 
els who fight for control of 
the region's vast mineral 
wealth. The ADF alone is 
blamed for the murders of 
more than 1,500 people in 
and around Beni in the past 
four years. 

The latest rebel attack out¬ 
side Beni killed 19 people, 
the U.N. said Wednesday. 
After an emergency meet¬ 
ing Monday, President Felix 
Tshisekedi decided to allow 
joint operations between 
Congolese and U.N. forces 
in Beni following the pro¬ 
tests that also burned the 
town hall. 

Far from the capital, Kin¬ 
shasa, some traumatized 
residents in the densely 
populated border region 
near Uganda and Rwan¬ 
da are wary of outsiders, 
further complicating the 
Ebola containment work in 
a part of Congo that had 
never recorded the virus 
before. 

Despite two promising new 
Ebola vaccines, health 
workers continue to battle 
misinformation and reluc¬ 
tance to seek treatment 
for the virus that is largely 
spread via close contact 
with the bodily fluids of in¬ 
fected people, including 
the dead. 

In addition, many local 
health workers have been 
recruited by the "well-pay¬ 
ing" Ebola response, lead¬ 
ing to shortages of trained 
people to deal with other 
serious health issues such as 
an even deadlier measles 
outbreak and malaria, the 
medical charity Doctors 
Without Borders said in a 
statement. □ 
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ADULTS USS50 ONLY FRIDAY CHILDREN (4-12) US$27. 

Salsa music, Cuban snacks. Open bar with Mojitos, learn how to dance salsa & entertainment on 
board. Time 5:30 till 7:30pm 

Snacks: Banana Chips with shredded chicken, pork & chicken cracklings with mojito dip. 

Visit US at Casa del Mar, Playa Linda, Holiday Inn Concienge/lobby desk / beach huts, RIU Hut between Antilla & 
Palace Hotel on the beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday Inn & Playa Linda Resort. 

For reservations call 557-2302 (Mon-Sun) Or book online at: www.pelican-aruba.com 
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Group urges international court 
to probe Brazil's president 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — A 

group of Brazilian lawyers 
and former ministers have 
requested that the Inter¬ 
national Criminal Court 
investigate President Jair 
Bolsonaro for allegedly in¬ 
citing the genocide of in¬ 
digenous people and fail¬ 
ing to safeguard the forests 
and protected lands they 
live in. 

They described in a press 
conference Thursday what 
they said were "wide¬ 
spread, systematic attacks" 
on indigenous tribes under 
the Bolsonaro administra¬ 
tion, which is seeking to 
promote economic devel¬ 
opment in the Amazon of¬ 
ten at the expense of envi¬ 
ronmental regulation. 

The document the group 
sent to the court includes 
33 actions and comments 
from Bolsonaro, said Eloisa 
Machado de Almeida, a 
law professor at the Funda- 
cao Getulio Vargas univer¬ 
sity in Sao Paulo, who pre¬ 
sented the details of the 
request. 

The allegations range from 
the president's vocal sup¬ 
port of small-scale illegal 
mining in protected areas, 
to his criticism of some pub¬ 
lic servants working with 
environmental and indig¬ 
enous affairs, and the data 
they produce. 

Bolsonaro's office declined 
to comment. 

Experts say The Hague- 
based International Crimi¬ 
nal Court receives thou¬ 
sands of similar communi¬ 
cations each year. Most do 
not lead to investigations or 
indictments. 


The complaint was co-au- 
thored by the Brazil-based 
Arns Commission for Hu¬ 
man Rights Defense, which 
includes six former Cabi¬ 
net ministers from previous 
administrations, as well as 
lawyers, philosophers, a 
journalist and an environ¬ 
mentalist. 

"If the private groups are 
serious about pursuing an 
investigation, not simply 
drawing attention to the 
situation in Brazil, it should 
convince other states in the 
region to formally refer Bra¬ 
zil to the Court," said Kevin 
Jon Heller, an associate 
professor of international 
law at the University of Am¬ 
sterdam. This strategy was 
adopted for instance by 
some Venezuelan states, 
and is more likely to be suc¬ 
cessful, he said. 

Bolsonaro, a former army 
captain, has argued that 
environmental protections 
often become an obstacle 
to economic development 
in Brazil. His administration 
says it is working on new 
legislation that would reg¬ 
ularize small-scale mining 
activities in protected ar¬ 
eas. Critics argue that the 
president's comments are 
empowering land-grab¬ 
bers and illegal loggers. 

The fires that swept through 
the Amazon in July and Au¬ 
gust were mostly intention¬ 
ally set to clear deforested 
land for soy production or 
pastures. Deforestation in 
the Amazon rainforest is 
also at its highest level in 
more than a decade, gov¬ 
ernment data shows. 

"It's true that there have 
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been environmental chal¬ 
lenges for centuries in this 
country, but what is hap¬ 
pening under President Bol¬ 
sonaro is different," argued 
de Almeida, the law pro¬ 
fessor. "The dismantling of 
public (environmental pro¬ 
tection) policies, and the 
direct attack on indigenous 
peoples did not exist under 
previous administrations.O 


Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro flashes a thumbs up as he greets 
supporters after attending a Changing of the Guard at the Plan- 
alto Presidential Palace, in Brasilia, Brazil, Thursday, Nov. 28, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


PLAY FOR FREE. GET REWARDED. 

Download the WindCreekCasino.com app today. 

Play for FREE to get amazing rewards like FREE Play, dining credits, and 
hotel stays, available only at the Renaissance Aruba Resort & Casino. 
Register with event code SRATODAY to receive 


Redeemable at Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 
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Peru's Fujimori will leave prison to new political landscape 



n this Oct. 17, 2018 file photo, Keiko Fujimori, the daughter of Peru's former President Alberto Fuji¬ 
mori, and leader of the opposition party, enters to the courtroom wearing a chest vest that reads 
in Spanish: "Detained" during a hearing where she is appealing her detention in Lima, Peru. 

Associated Press 


By MAURICIO MUNOZ and 
JORGE RUEDA 
Associated Press 
LIMA, Peru (AP) — When 
opposition leader Keiko 
Fujimori leaves prison, her 
supporters will applaud her 
freedom and her detrac¬ 
tors will lament what they 
consider more impunity for 
the corrupt, but the reality 
is the future is far from clear 
for the woman who twice 
almost won Peru's presi¬ 
dency. 

The Constitutional Tribu¬ 
nal narrowly approved a 
habeas corpus request to 
free Fujimori from deten¬ 
tion while she is investigat¬ 
ed for alleged corruption. 
But the magistrates noted 
the 4-3 decision does not 
constitute a judgment on 
her guilt or innocence with 
regards to accusations she 
accepted money from 
Brazilian construction giant 
Odebrecht. 

The daughter of imprisoned 
former President Alberto 
Fujimori — who herself was 
jailed in October 2018 — 
could be returned to a cell. 
"Although the Constitution¬ 
al Tribunal has freed her for 
a strictly procedural matter, 
it has not absolved her of 
any of the charges, and it 
also did not dismiss the new 
charges made by the Pub¬ 
lic Ministry," political analyst 
Ivan Garcia Mayer said. 

It is unclear when Fujimori 
will be freed, but authorities 
said after Monday's court 
ruling that it could happen 
later in the week. 

The 44-year-old will leave 
prison to a changed politi¬ 
cal landscape, facing the 
tough task of rebuilding her 
political party and career, 
both of which have been 
eroded by scandals. Her 


Popular Force party held 
a majority in congress until 
September, when President 
Martin Vizcarra dissolved 
the legislature in a popular 
move he described as nec¬ 
essary to uproot corruption. 
The conservative Popu¬ 
lar Force will participate in 
January legislative elec¬ 
tions, but Fujimori is not ex¬ 
pected to be a candidate 
and some expect the party 
to fade in the vote. 

As leader of Popular Force, 
Fujimori managed to un¬ 
dermine the government 
of Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, 
fueling the impeachment 
of the now imprisoned ex¬ 
president for lying about his 
ties with Odebrecht. 

But now Fujimori herself has 
been ensnared by a cor¬ 
ruption scandal that has 
toppled political and busi¬ 
nesses leaders around Latin 


America. 

In 2016, Odebrecht recog¬ 
nized in a plea agreement 
with the U.S. Justice De¬ 
partment that it paid some 
$800 million in bribes to offi¬ 
cials throughout the region. 
The bribes included some 
$29 million in Peru for public 
works contracts during the 
administrations of President 
Alejandro Toledo and two 
of his successors. Corrup¬ 
tion allegations have hit 
all of Peru's presidents be¬ 
tween 2001 and 2016. 
Prosecutors accuse Fujimori 
of laundering $1.2 million 
provided by Odebrecht 
for her 2011 and 2016 presi¬ 
dential campaigns. They 
opened an investigation 
into the campaigns after 
seeing a note written by 
Marcelo Odebrecht, head 
of the Brazilian mega-com¬ 
pany, on his cellphone that 


said: "increase Keiko to 500 
and pay a visit." 

Fujimori denies the accu¬ 
sations against her and 
says prosecutors and Peru's 
election body have re¬ 
ceived Popular Force’s ac¬ 
counting books for inspec¬ 
tion. 

Her jailing capped a strik¬ 
ing downfall for a politician 
who went from first lady at 
age 19, to powerful opposi¬ 
tion leader, to within a hair's 
breadth of the presidency. 
Hundreds of mostly young 
people protested Mon¬ 
day's ruling freeing her, 
calling it another demon¬ 
stration of impunity for the 
corrupt. 

But Fujimori's supporters 
have painted "Free Keiko" 
signs around Lima. Her 
husband, Mark Villanella, 
had been on a more than 
week-long hunger strike 


outside the jail holding Fu¬ 
jimori. 

Fujimori's father, a strong¬ 
man who governed Peru 
from 1990 to 2000, remains 
a polarizing figure. Some 
Peruvians praise him for de¬ 
feating Maoist Shining Path 
guerrillas and resurrecting 
a devastated economy, 
while others detest him for 
human rights violations. He 
is serving a 25-year sen¬ 
tence for human rights 
abuses and corruption. 
Keiko Fujimori assumed the 
role of first lady following 
the traumatic divorce of 
her father and Susana Hi- 
guchi. 

She graduated in business 
administration from Boston 
University in 1997 and re¬ 
turned to the United States 
in 2000 to obtain a master's 
degree in business from 
Columbia University. 

She tried to follow in her fa¬ 
ther's presidential footsteps 
and forge a gentler, kinder 
version of the movement 
known as "Fujimorismo." 

She finished second in the 
2011 election and five years 
later lost in a razor-thin vote, 
coming within less than half 
a percentage point of de¬ 
feating Kuczynski. 

Now, emerging into a new 
Peru with a dissolved con¬ 
gress and widespread dis¬ 
like for political elites, Fuji¬ 
mori faces a tough situa¬ 
tion, analysts say. 

She "is in a very bad posi¬ 
tion: it will be very difficult 
for her to recover because 
the immense majority be¬ 
lieve she really committed 
acts of corruption," said 
analyst and sociologist Fer¬ 
nando Rospigliosi. 

"She is not going to recover 
in the medium term," he 
said.Q 



Bolivia's Foreign Minister Karen Longaric attends a press con¬ 
ference introducing the newly appointed ambassador to the 
United States, at the Foreign Ministry in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, 
Nov. 28, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Bolivia to renew Israel ties 
after rupture under Morales 


By PAOLA FLORES 
LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — Bo¬ 
livia said Thursday it will re¬ 
store diplomatic ties with 
Israel, a decade after then- 
President Evo Morales sev¬ 
ered relations because of 
an Israeli military offensive 
in Gaza. 

The renewal of ties with Is¬ 


rael was announced by 
interim Foreign Minister Kar¬ 
en Longaric as part of an 
overhaul of Bolivia's foreign 
policy following Morales’ 
resignation this month. 
Many Israeli tourists visited 
Bolivia before Morales cut 
off relations with Israel, and 
the hope is that they will re¬ 


turn, Longaric said. 

Israel's foreign minister, Is¬ 
rael Katz, welcomed the 
Bolivian announcement. 
Bolivia's interim govern¬ 
ment has also named Wal¬ 
ter Oscar Serrate Cuellar as 
the new ambassador to the 
United States after an 11- 
year diplomatic ruptureO 
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By Joris Zantvoort 

ORANJESTAD — Miss the sunshine? Looking to escape 
the autumn blues? Or do you simply want to catch some 
fish this November? Whatever the case, Aruba's got you 
covered. With steady 88 degree temperatures, a colorful 
Caribbean backdrop, and insanely good fishing, Aruba’s 
got everything a traveling angler could want. 

November marks the start of peak season for deep sea 
fishing in Aruba. Just like in October, the seas are abun¬ 
dant with mighty Billfish such as Blue and White Marlin, 
as well as the Atlantic Sailfish. By mid-November, a new 
other pelagic predator comes to join the party. Ready 
your tackle, it’s time for some Yellowfin fishing! 

The only downside to hunting such large pelagics is that 
the seas can get a bit rough. If you're fishing with kids, you 
might want to keep to the reefs. But guess what? Reef 
fishing in Aruba is just as exciting! 

The Caribbean “regulars”, Wahoo and Mahi Mahi, mean 
that you can catch a tasty dinner on just a half day out¬ 
ing. The best part is, Aruba is full of colorful “hook and 
cook” restaurants that will gladly cook your catch for you. 

Just the other day, a couple of lucky anglers had a great 
outing on the reefs with Captain Michael aboard Kristel 
Fishing. They both caught a bunch of fish, including two 
20+ lb Wahoo! Not bad for just a four hour trip. 

And if that wasn’t enough reef fish. Snapper, Rainbow 
Runner and Kingfish will be glad to take your bait on any 
day of the week. 

If you’d like to enjoy Aruba’s inshore waterways, you'd be 
glad to know that Permit fishing is on fire! The baby Tarpon 
Aruba’s known for aren’t as abundant in November, but 
for those of you who’d like a challenge, there are good 
numbers of Bonefish to go for on the fly. 



Captain of the Month 


Captain Michael Wever is one of Aruba's very best fishing guides. Captain Mike has 
been fishing since he was four years old, and driven a boat since the age of seven. 
Being a father of four and grandfather of one, Mike takes the safety of his guests 
very seriously. His 44 ft Striker is perfect for families fishing with their kids. 

The boat is a spacious motor yacht, which can comfortably fit a party of 15. It’s 
powered by two 450 HP engines, so you can be sure you’ll get to your spot in no 
time. In terms of amenities, you’ll have everything from an enclosed toilet, two beds 
and a kitchen, so you can feel comfortable embarking on a longer outing. 

The boat is equipped with state of the art navigational systems, so you’ll know 
exactly where to head for those big fish. Once you catch 'em, the onboard icebox 
will keep your catch nice and cool for the trip back. Speaking of catch, the crew 
will allow you to keep one third of the bounty, which they will cut and fillet for you, so 
you can enjoy that dinner in no time. Captain Mike provides all the gear as well as 
your licenses, so all you have to do is bring your lucky hat! Oh, and some sunscreen 
would be good, too. You may be fishing in November, but hey, this is Aruba we're 
talking about, where the fishing is never bad. So, what are you waiting for? 

Start packing, and let’s get that Aruba fishing adventure underway! □ 



BRUNCH IS LIKE A 
HOLIDAY IN ITSELF 

Every Sunday in December and December 
25 th, Christmas Day, you can enjoy 
endless brunch and bottomless mimosas at 
L.G. Smiths Steak Sc Chop House, Rated 
the "I steakhouse in Aruba by TripAdvisor, 
our festive spread is the perfect way to 
spend your Sunday's this season, 

$64 f includes aH taxes & service charge) 

11:00AM - 2:30PM 
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Reminder to all airport users 

“Wild parking areas” will be closed off as of December 1st, 2019 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba Airport Authority 
N.V. (AAA) hereby reminds all airport us¬ 
ers who currently park in the “wild park¬ 
ing areas” as indicated in the picture, that 
as of coming Sunday, December 1st, 2019 
it will no longer be possible to park there. 
The closing that was announced at the 
end of October 2019 has been ongoing 
already and the areas in question have 
been closed off with boulders partially dur¬ 
ing the past weeks. On Sunday December 
1, 2019 the openings that remain will be 
closed off completely at 00:00 hrs. After 
the mentioned date all vehicles that are 
still parked in that area can be removed 
by contacting either our Customer Service 
office at 524-2424 or our Traffic Attendants 
office at 524-2116 or 524-2471 in order for 
us to assist with opening the closed of ar¬ 
eas. This will only be for removing of the 
vehicles. No entry for parking and/or stag¬ 
ing in that area will be possible under any 
circumstance after December 1, 2019. 

If airport users wish to use the covered or 
uncovered staff parking at AAA, a request 
must be sent to b.brown@airportaruba. 
com or r.winklaar@airportaruba.com as 
soon as possible. □ 




Travel Tips 


£ ifcropu&rto InEemadonai 

Reina Beatrix 



1. When checking -in, you will always need your valid pas span, along with your ticket, 
e ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries a Visa is also required. 

2. For all US-bou n d depa rtu res, check- in th ree hours before you r sc h ed ul ed departure 
time. 

3 . For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local immigrations,, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service# 

4. For all Non US departures, check-In may vary between airlines and destinations; 
a I ways consult your airline for more Information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on, there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry in your carry-on luggage. Always check with your airline on limitations# 

7. Always check the weight Iimit of your baggage; excess weight may result in penalty 
fees. 

8. Always label your bags and suitcases with your name, address and phone number. 

9. Always leave all carry-on items unlocked while passing through screening points to 
not cause delays if these need to be Inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening# It is advisable to put all metal Items in your carry-on luggage 
until you dear security,This will help speed up the process# 

11. Remove shoes at checkpoint and place in fray for x-ray machine screening, 

12. All electronic items should he placed in tray outside their case for x-ray screening. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-in baggage. When traveling to 
the US, you have to comply with the rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. More information https://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, please pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint screener to 
inform them. The documentation is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process# 

16. Take note of inadmissible items such as sharp objects, sporting goods, guns and 
firearms, martial arts and self-defense items, tools, explosive materials, flammable 
item;, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 


Aruba’s Father of Culture 
has gone to heaven 

ORANJESTAD — Juan Chabaya Lampe or Padu del 
Caribe the man, the legend, the father of Aruban cul¬ 
ture has passed away yesterday afternoon at the age 
of 99 years. He was perhaps one of the most interna¬ 
tionally renowned and influential artists his beloved na¬ 
tive island of Aruba has ever known. 

Starting with the release of his first record in late 1960 
- which was titled “Padu del Caribe en Venezuela", 
a record which went on to sell 50.000 copies within its 
first year of release and established him as a household 
name in Venezuela - he has established himself as one 
of the most esteemed legacies in Caribbean music 
over the course of a career which has spanned five 
decades. He was born in Oranjestad, Aruba on April 
26th 1920 with the given name Juan Chabaya Lampe, 
one could argue that Padu del Caribe - he adopted 
the name Padu after it was bestowed upon him as a 
nickname in honor of his grandfather, his ‘padushi’ - 
was destined to leave his mark on the music world as 
he was born into a very musical family. Padu del Ca¬ 
ribe wrote "Aruba Dushi Tera", a waltz that is now the 
national anthem for Aruba and was long a rallying cry 
for separation from the Netherlands Antilles, which was 
achieved in 1986. □ 
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We're giving away $50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table game players every 
30 minutes from 7pm to midnight! 


Every Friday/ Saturday and Sunday 

Ten daily winners of 10,000 points! 

Earn 100 base slot points or 8 table credits 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 



and swipe up to Five times doily at any kiosk. 
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Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
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Aruba birdlife calendar 2020 a fact with support of Hilton 


photographer himself, is 
very interested in the Shoco 
conservation project and is 
looking into ways that he 
could stimulate volunteer 
work intended to further 
the placement of artificial 
Shoco burrows around the 
island. Aruba Birdlife Con¬ 
servation is delighted with 
the conservation help that 


the new Hilton General 
Manager is bringing to the 
table. Greg Peterson, presi¬ 
dent of the board of Aruba 
Birdlife Conservation sees 
this sort of help as a new 
and positive move in the 
right direction and to the 
benefit of nature conserva¬ 
tion in Aruba. 


The 2020 bird calendars 
can be purchased at 
Huchada in Santa Cruz, 
Best Deal Aruba in Parade- 
ra. Veterinary Clinics Aruba 
in Wayaca and Noord, and 
at CONVET - Contreras Vet¬ 
erinary Services in Shaba. 
All proceeds go to the 
Aruba Birdlife Conservation 
Foundation. □ 



PALM BEACH — Hilton 
Aruba Caribbean Resort 
& Casino has once again 
sponsored the new Aruba 
birdlife calendar. The 2020 
Aruba bird calendar was 
presented to Hilton’s Gen¬ 
eral Manager Mr. Vasco 
Baselli by twin sisters Kim 
and Liz Peterson. 

The 13 bird photographs 


were made available by 
seven bird photographers. 
There are two pictures in 
the calendar that are re¬ 
lated to the national Shoco 
conservation project. Ba¬ 
selli was informed that funds 
generated by the sales of 
the calendar are support¬ 
ing the conservation of the 
Aruba Burrowing Owl. Ba¬ 
selli, an underwater nature 














FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER 


A16 lL0CAL 


A Picky Eater's Guide to the Holidays 


By Cindy Herde 
MIAMI, USA — “Everybody 
knows a turkey and some 
mistletoe. Help to make the 
season bright. 

Tiny little tots with their eyes 
all aglow... Might find it 
hard to eat the food you 
provide.” Ahh, the Holi¬ 
days. No matter which one 
you celebrate, they all 
have two things in com¬ 
mon: Family and Food! 

However, if you have a 
picky eater, this magical 
season can come with anx¬ 
iety and stress of relatives 
asking (and at times judg¬ 
ing) why your child is not 
eating grandma's famous 
green beans or aunt Bec- 
ca’s matzo ball soup. So, 
we’ve put together a list of 
helpful tips to get you and 
your child through these 
gastronomic challenges 
this holiday season. 

1. “To be prepared is 
half the victory.” de Cer¬ 
vantes. 

Picky eaters crave control 
and need your help build¬ 
ing trust with food. So, prep- 
ping ahead is on top of my 
list. Talk to your child about 
the holidays and food tra¬ 
ditions associated with 
them. Books like “What’s 
for Thanksgiving Dinner “by 
Sally Huss can help with the 
preparation of the upcom¬ 
ing meals. YouTube videos 
about how to cook differ¬ 
ent dishes are great visuals 


you can watch together 
and even try to replicate 
for a hands-on sensory ex¬ 
perience. 

Another way to help prep is 
to talk about the upcoming 
menu and help your child 
pick one or two items he 
would like to try. Remember 
children do their best when 
they know what to expect 
and what their choices are. 

2. “Cooking is not just 
eating energy. It’s an expe¬ 
rience.” Guy Fieri 

Make the meal a fun 
hands-on experience. Pick 
a dish or two and try to 
make it with your child. One 
of my favorite ingredients 
to experiment with is a po¬ 
tato. Kids get excited when 
they realize that the potato 
can transform itself into so 
many different textures, 
colors, and flavors. You 
can even come up with 
fun names for dishes, like 
“Hulk Smashed Potatoes'. 
Take time to help your child 
process what the dish looks 
like, tastes like or feels when 
touching or eating. 

3. “A hungry stomach 
cannot hear.” La Fontaine 

Offer your child a small 
amount of food or a snack 
before you leave the house 
or guests arrive. Starving 
your child will not be best 
when he is not in his daily 
environment. When over¬ 


whelmed with new foods, 
people, and or places, it’s 
easy for kids to shut down. 
So make sure he has a 
good snack, however not 
too much so he's still curi¬ 
ous and willing to try some¬ 
thing new without the need 
to fuss about being hungry 
without his familiar foods. 

4. “Don’t tell me. 
Show me!” Unknown 

Lead by example. One of 
the simplest recommen¬ 
dations I give parents is if 
you want your child to eat 
something, you should eat 
it too. Don’t put rice on 
their plate and not put any 
on yours. Be a role model 
for your child’s eating hab¬ 
its. The same should be ap¬ 
plied around the holidays. 
The good thing about the 
holidays is that there’s a 
high probability there will 
be plenty of other children 
around, who can serve as 
foodie role models. Consid¬ 
er setting up a kids' table, 
where kids can be them¬ 
selves away from the con¬ 
stant scrutiny of aunt Karen. 
According to an article 
in Physiology Today titled 
Why Children Make Great 
Role Models (Oct 2017): 
“Children make some of 
the best role models, sim¬ 
ply because their original 
nature is to be purely and 
authentically themselves 
as well as their natural abil¬ 
ity to be fully present in the 





here-and-now, experienc¬ 
ing everything through their 
five senses in a state of un¬ 
adulterated awareness. ” 
Think about how this can 
help other kids who are 
weary and distrustful of 
food. Seeing other kids try¬ 
ing and enjoying foods at 
the same table can be the 
perfect model your child 
needs. 

5. “If it is not good 
enough for your eye, why 
is it good enough for your 
stomach?" - Yourofksy 

Most kids eat with their 
eyes first. So keep servings 
small and limit the num¬ 
ber of items on their plate 
to a max of 2 or 3 different 
items. My rule of thumb is, 
it's better to offer seconds 
than remove an unfinished 
plate. Kids need to feel a 
sense of success and offer¬ 
ing too much volume and 
variety might visually over¬ 
whelm your child. Offer 
small amounts and plenty 
of praise when your child 
has been able to finish his 
meal. 


6. “There's no fear 
when you're having fun." - 
Will Thomas 

Take the focus away from 
eating and instead make 
the day fun and interac¬ 
tive. Have your child help 
with setting the table, 
come up with a theme for 
the meal, make some arts 
& crafts centerpieces, etc. 
Playing fun games or activi¬ 
ties like decorating cook¬ 
ies or stuffing the pretend 
turkey, can help remove 
anxiety around eating and 
shift the child’s anticipation 
to something fun and relax¬ 
ing. 

7. “Don’t get your tin¬ 
sel in a tangle.” - Unknown 
Excitement, anxiety, an¬ 
ticipation, all these feel¬ 
ings can alter and affect 
your child's appetite. So 
go easy on your child and 
also on yourself. It's a given, 
family members will most 
definitely offer advice, and 
usually, it comes from those 
who you least expect it. 
The best reaction is no re¬ 
action. Smile and move on. 

Continued on Next Page 
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Dr. Ellen Braaten, an HMS associate professor of psychol¬ 
ogy at Massachusetts General Hospital was quoted in an 
article titled Holiday Stress and the Brain saying: “People 
who feel stressed during the holidays should decide what 
they want the holidays to mean to them and keep their 
expectations for the season realistic.” Remember the rea¬ 
sons you're celebrating the holidays in the first place and 
let that be your focus. 

We hope these ideas make you feel empowered and 
ready to take on the holidays. As always, we appreciate 
your feedback. Send us a message and let us know what 
you think. 

“So I’m offering these simple tips 

For kids from one to ninety-two 

Although' it’s been said many times, many ways 

Happy Holidays to you!" 



ABOUT CINDY HERDE 

“I was born and raised in Aruba, which fostered my 
fluency in four languages and my passion for the lan¬ 
guage arts. After graduating with my master's degree 
from the University of Central Florida - GO KNIGHTS! - I 
had the opportunity to move around the country and 
work in Orlando, Boston, and Chicago, before settling 
in sunny Miami with my husband and 2 kids. At each 
of these career stops I was fortunate to be part of 
extensive pediatric medical teams, working closely 
with and learning from fellow speech therapists, physi¬ 
cal therapists, occupational therapists, nutritionists, 
lactation consultants, pediatricians, gastroenterolo¬ 
gists, neurologists, early developmental specialists, re¬ 
spiratory therapists, behavior analysts, nurses, special 
education teachers and of course, parents and care¬ 
givers. Throughout my career I’ve enjoyed being an 
advocate for families whose primary language is not 
English, and treasured the opportunities that I’ve had 
to help these and multiple other families along their 
feeding journey. 

However, becoming a parent in the spring of 2015 
completely transformed my career perspective and 
approach. I now understand the anxieties and con¬ 
cerns that come with parenthood, and it has allowed 
me to become a different type of clinician... one 
who’s more empathetic and focused on educating 
families and providers. Spurred by this new found pas¬ 
sion, and armed with 14 years of pediatric field experi¬ 
ence, I’ve decided to venture into a new approach 
to therapy.” _ 




L.G. SMITH'S 

STEAK & CHOP HOUSE 


lgsmiths.com 


SURRENDER TO YOUR 
EVERY CRAVING. 


As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, L.G. Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse e*perience r elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything"' mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 

The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 

Locatei ^ in Oranjestad, next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 

Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195, 
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St. Louis Blues' Oskar Sun- 
dqvist (70) reacts after scoring 
against the Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning during the second pe¬ 
riod of an NHL hockey game 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2019, in 
Tampa, Fla. 

Associated Press 

Sundqvist 
scores twice. 
Blues beat 
Lightning 
4-3 

By The Associated Press 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Oskar 
Sundqvist had two goals 
before leaving with an in¬ 
jury, and the St. Louis Blues 
beat the Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning 4-3 on Wednesday 
night. 

Zach Sanford and Brayden 
Schenn scored in the third 
period and Jordan Bin- 
nington stopped 32 shots 
for the defending Stanley 
Cup champions. Ivan Bar- 
bashev had three assists 
after going six games with¬ 
out a point. 

Sundqvist left in the second 
with a lower-body injury. 
Tampa Bay got goals from 
Nikita Kucherov, Anthony 
Cirelli and Brayden Point. 
Andrei Vasilevskiy made 29 
saves. 

After Sanford scored the 
tiebreaker from the right 
circle at 8:21 of the third, 
Schenn made it 4-2 at 11:07 
on the power play shortly 
after a 5-on-3 ended. 

Continued on Page 22 



in Djetroiti 


Chicago Bears wide receiver Anthony Miller (17), defended by Detroit Lions cornerback Justin Coleman (27), catches during the 
second half of an NFL football game, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019, in Detroit. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 
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Trick TD sparks Bills in 26-15 Thanksgiving win over Cowboys 



Dallas Cowboys safety Xavier Woods (25) and linebacker Sean 
Lee (50) defend as Buffalo Bills quarterback Josh Allen (17) 
reaches the end zone for a touchdown in the second half of an 
NFL football game in Arlington, Texas, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019. 


By SCHUYLER DIXON 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 

— John Brown became 
the first Buffalo receiver to 
throw a touchdown pass 
and the Bills went on to 
beat the Dallas Cowboys 
26-15 on Thursday. 

Bills quarterback Josh Allen 
ran for a touchdown and 
threw a TD pass to Cole 
Beasley, who had 110 yards 
receiving in his first game 
against his former team. 
The Bills (9-3) got their first 
Thanksgiving win since 1975 
in their first appearance on 
the holiday in 25 years. 

The Cowboys (6-6) stum¬ 
bled after scoring a touch¬ 
down on their opening 
drive, giving Philadelphia 
a chance to rejoin them 
atop the NFC East after 
their fourth double-digit loss 
in the past six Thanksgiving 
games. 

A lackluster showing for Dal¬ 
las' sixth loss in nine games 
came four days after own¬ 
er Jerry Jones blasted the 
coaching staff following a 
loss to New England from a 
team that entered the sea¬ 
son with lofty expectations. 
Allen was 19 of 24 for 231 
yards and a career-best 
120.7 passer rating as Bills 
won their third straight 
game and solidified their 
hold on an AFC wild-card 
spot. 

The second-year quar¬ 
terback found the ball at 
the bottom of a pile after 
fumbling a snap on fourth- 
and-1, quickly reached the 
ball over the first down spot 
and then stumbled forward 
3 yards to the Dallas 28. 

On the next play, Brown 
took a pitch on a double 
reverse and lofted the ball 
to wide-open running back 
Devin Singletary for Buffa¬ 
lo's first lead at 13-7 in the 
second quarter. 

The Cowboys couldn't 
blame a sputtering offense 
on the conditions after the 
windy and rainy loss to the 
Patriots. Dak Prescott threw 
an interception, lost one 
fumble and had another 
on fourth down as Dallas 
was outscored 26-0 over a 
50-minute stretch. 

Ezekiel Elliott had 54 yards 
rushing and another 20 re¬ 
ceiving in the first nine min¬ 
utes, but wasn't much of a 
factor the rest of the way. 


He finished with 71 yards 
rushing and 66 receiving. 
Singletary became the lat¬ 
est back to have a splash¬ 
ier day than the two-time 
rushing champion, rushing 
for 63 yards with 38 more 
receiving. The 28-yard 
score was the easiest play 
he had all day, waiting 
for Brown's throw to come 
down and waltzing into the 
end zone. 

Most of the Buffalo joy was 
saved for Beasley, who had 
several momentum-chang¬ 
ing plays along with his 25- 
yard touchdown in his first 
100-yard game with the Bills 
and third of his career. The 
diminutive receiver who 
grew up in the Dallas area 
and played at SMU spent 
his first seven seasons with 
the Cowboys. 

A week after getting criti¬ 


cized for taking a field goal 
down seven late against 
New England, embattled 
Cowboys coach Jason 
Garrett went for it on fourth 
down from the Buffalo 6 
late in the third quarter. But 
Prescott's pass to Elliott in 
the flat wasn't close, skip¬ 
ping in front of the running 
back. 

Settling for field goals didn't 
help the Cowboys much ei¬ 
ther. Brett Maher had a 36- 
yard miss partially blocked 
by Star Lotulelei on the fi¬ 
nal of the first half and was 
wide right from 47 in the 
third quarter. 

INJURIES 

Dallas left guard Connor 
Williams injured a knee and 
tried to return before being 
ruled out in the second half. 
He was just a few weeks re¬ 
moved from arthroscopic 


knee surgery. 

BILLS MARKS 

Brown became the first 
non-quarterback to throw 
a TD pass for Buffalo since 
Fred Jackson 10 years ago. 
Allen set a franchise record 


by accounting for at least 
two touchdowns in eight 
consecutive games. 

EMPTY STATS 

Prescott was 32 of 49 for 
355 yards and two touch¬ 
downs. □ 
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Trubisky's 3rd TD pass lifts Bears to 24-20 win 


Chicago Bears quarterback Mitchell Trubisky throws during the 
against the Detroit Lions, Thursday, Nov. 28, 2019, in Detroit. 


By LARRY LAGE 
DETROIT (AP) — Mitchell 
Trubisky started and closed 
strong to overcome some 
shaky decisions and plays 
in between to keep the 
Chicago Bears in the NFC 
playoff picture. 

Trubisky threw a go-ahead, 
3-yard touchdown pass to 
David Montgomery with 
2:17 left, lifting Chicago to 
a 24-20 win over the slump¬ 
ing Detroit Lions on Thurs¬ 
day. 

The Bears took the lead on 
the nine-play, 90-yard drive 
in which Trubisky converted 
a pair of third downs with 
35- and 32-yard passes An¬ 
thony Miller. 

"He made special throws at 
special times," coach Matt 
Nagy said. 

Chicago sealed the victory 
on the ensuing possession 
with Eddie Jackson's inter¬ 
ception. 

Rookie quarterback Da¬ 
vid Blough led Detroit's 
last drive to the Chicago 
26 in the final minute be¬ 
fore losing 13 yards on a 
sack to leave a despera¬ 
tion pass as the only option 
and Jackson picked off his 
heave. 

The Bears (6-6) have won 
three of four games after 
losing four in a row, keep¬ 
ing their postseason hopes 
alive. 

"We put ourselves in a good 
position to have another 
big game next week," 
Trubisky said. 

The Lions (3-8-1) have lost 
five straight for the first time 
under second-year coach 
Matt Patricia. 

"It's one of the toughest 
teams I've probably ever 
been around," said Patricia, 
a former assistant coach 
with the New England Pa¬ 
triots. "This team fights like 
probably no other team 
I've ever seen. 

"We've got to find a way to 
win." 

Detroit led for much of the 
game despite starting a 
quarterback it acquired 
from Cleveland for a swap 
of seventh-round picks af¬ 
ter training camp. 

"Watch that team fight and 
rally behind somebody like 
that, I think you can tell 
how much all those men in 
that room care about each 
other," Patricia said. 


Matthew Stafford was out 
for a fourth straight game 
with back and hip injuries 
and his backup, Jeff Driskel, 
was limited by a hamstring 
injury. 

Blough, an undrafted play¬ 
er from Purdue, threw a 75- 
yard TD on his first comple¬ 
tion to Kenny Golladay to 
pull the Lions into a 7-all tie. 
Blough threw an 8-yard TD 
pass to Marvin Jones late in 
the first quarter to put De¬ 
troit ahead 14-7. 

Trubisky had an 18-yard TD 


pass to rookie tight end Jes- 
per Horsted to make it 17- 
all late in the third quarter. 
Trubisky finished 29 of 38 
with three TDs, match¬ 
ing a season high he also 
equaled in a win over De¬ 
troit earlier this month, for 
338 yards and an intercep¬ 
tion. He got off to a strong 
start with a 10-yard pass to 
Allen Robinson and closed 
the game well enough for 
Chicago to score more 
than 20 points for the first 
time in more than a month. 


first half of an NFL football game 
Associated Press 

Blough was 22 of 38 for 280 
yards with two TDs and an 
interception. 

"This is what you dream 
about as a kid," Blough 
said. "I'm thankful for it all, 
all the ups and downs." 
TRIPPED UP 

Chicago cornerback Kyle 
Fuller may have prevent¬ 
ed Detroit from scoring a 
tiebreaking TD early in the 
fourth quarter when he 
stopped J.D. McKissic in the 
open field on third-and-1. 
"Probably one of the big- 




over Lions 

gest plays in the game," 
Nagy said. "To make a 
shoestring tackle was an 
absolute game-changer." 
Patricia choose to kick a 
24-yard field goal for a 
20-17 lead with 10:47 left 
instead of going for it on 
fourth-and-1 from the Bears 
5. 

FLAG DAY 

Chicago had 10 penalties 
for 89 yards and Detroit 
was flagged nine times for 
85 yards. 

"If there’s a negative to the 
game, the improvement 
we need to make is with 
penalties," Nagy said. 
SHOW GOES ON 
Brothers Osborne, a coun¬ 
try music duo, performed 
at halftime and the show 
did not go as planned. 
Fans were asked to turn 
on the flashlights on their 
mobile phones when the 
lights were turned off at 
Ford Field. After the lights 
dimmed, the indoor stadi¬ 
um was illuminated again 
before going dark follow¬ 
ing an awkward delay. 

The technical difficulties 
led to the musical artists 
being on the field longer 
than expected, forcing 
players to warm up behind 
and around an elaborate 
stage. 

Ford Field officials said in 
a statement that "parts of 
the stadium lost power due 
to an outside utility failure. 
Though it was quickly re¬ 
stored, the sound system 
transmitter required two 
minutes to reset and recon¬ 
nect." 

INJURIES 

Bears: CB Prince Amu- 
kamara went down and 
walked off the field slow¬ 
ly late in the game after 
breaking up a pass. Four 
starters WR Taylor Gabriel 
(concussion), TE Adam 
Shaheen (foot), OT Bobby 
Massie (ankle) and LB Dan¬ 
ny Trevathan (elbow) were 
inactive. 

Lions: DT Damon "Snacks" 
Harrison (knee, calf), CB 
Rashaan Melvin (ribs) and 
return specialist Jamal 
Agnew (ankle) were inac¬ 
tive. 

UP NEXT 

Bears: Host Dallas on Thurs¬ 
day, Dec. 5. 

Lions: Play at Minnesota on 
Dec. 8.Q 








AY 


Anthony Davis 
helps Lakers rally in 
New Orleans return 
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New Orleans Pelicans guard Jrue Holiday (11) watches as Los Angeles Lakers forward Anthony 
Davis (3) dunks during the second half of an NBA basketball game in New Orleans, Wednesday, 
Nov. 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — An¬ 
thony Davis capped a 
41-point performance in his 
return to New Orleans by in¬ 
tercepting Jrue Holiday's in¬ 
bound pass with 5 seconds 
left and making a pair of 
game-sealing free throws, 
and the Los Angeles Lak¬ 
ers extended their winning 
streak to nine games with 
a 114-110 victory over the 
Pelicans on Wednesday 
night. 

A packed-in and energetic 
crowd booed Davis during 
introductions and virtually 
every time he handled the 
ball, only to see him and 
new teammate LeBron 
James take over the fourth 
quarter. 

James had 29 points and 

11 assists, scoring 15 points 
in the final period, when 
Kyle Kuzma also added 
nine of his 16 points to help 
the Lakers erase a 10-point 
deficit. 

Holiday had 29 points and 

12 assists, and Brandon In¬ 
gram had 23 points and 10 
rebounds for the Pelicans, 
who dropped their third 
straight game. 

CELTICS 121, NETS 110 
BOSTON (AP) — Kemba 
Walker returned from a 
neck injury to score a sea¬ 
son-high 39 points — to the 
delight of the crowd that 
came to taunt the person 
he replaced — and Boston 
beat Brooklyn on a night 
the fans seemed more in¬ 
terested in taunting former 
Celtics guard Kyrie Irving. 
Missing one game after 
leaving the court on a 
stretcher wearing a neck 
brace following a head- 
to-torso collision with Semi 
Ojeleye, Walker had 13 
points in the third quarter, 
when Boston scored nine 
straight to turn a one-point 
deficit into a 91-83 lead. 
Jaylen Brown added 22 
points and 10 rebounds, 
and Jayson Tatum had 16 
points and nine boards to 
help the Celtic improved to 
7-0 at home. 

Garrett Temple scored 
22 points, and Joe Harris 


had 21 for Brooklyn, which 
made a season-high 21 of 
the 56 3-point shots it at¬ 
tempted. Jarrett Allen had 
17 points and 14 rebounds, 
and Spencer Dinwiddie 
had 16 points and 11 assists. 
Brooklyn led 83-82 with 
just over 3 minutes left in 
the third when the Celtics 
scored the next nine points 
before Temple made a 3 to 
close out the third quarter. 
Boston led 104-101 in the 
fourth before scoring 17 of 
the next 24 points — nine of 
them from Walker, 

The crowd might have 
bought tickets to heckle Ir¬ 
ving on his return, but earlier 
in the week it was reported 
that he wouldn't play in the 
game. Irving did not make 
the trip, but that didn't slow 
down the fans who came 
to let him know how they 
feel. 

ROCKETS 117, HEAT 108 

HOUSTON (AP) — James 
Harden scored 34 points, 
Russell Westbrook had 27 
and Houston beat Miami to 
end a three-game skid, 
Houston led by double dig¬ 
its for most of this one after 
the Heat used a 46-point 
first quarter in a 129-100 
rout Nov. 3 in the first meet¬ 
ing between the teams this 
season. 

Danuel House added 23 
points, and Westbrook had 
nine rebounds and seven 
assists. Tyler Herro led Miami 
with 22 points, and Kelly 
Olynyk had 19 with leading 
scorer Jimmy Butler out with 
an illness. 

76ERS 97, KINGS 91 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Joel 
Embiid rebounded from 
the worst game of his ca¬ 
reer with 33 points and 16 
rebounds to lead Philadel¬ 
phia past Sacramento. 
Embiid was scoreless Mon¬ 
day night in a 101-96 loss 
at Toronto. In 32 minutes 
against the Raptors, the star 
big man went 0 for 11 from 
the field, including 0-for-4 
from the arc and missed all 
three of his free throws. 
Against the Kings, he 
scored the first points of the 
game with an emphatic 


dunk 23 seconds in and 
had some key points late 
in the game to help Phila¬ 
delphia improve to 8-0 at 
home. He finished 10 of 19 
from the field and 12 of 14 
from the tree-throw line. 
Philadelphia rookie Matisse 
Thybulle had a career-high 
15 points, all in the second 
half. 

Buddy Hield scored 22 
points for the Kings. They 
were 1-3 on a four-game 
trip. 

BUCKS 111, HAWKS 102 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Giannis 
Antetokounmpo had 30 
points and 10 rebounds, 
Khris Middleton scored 16 
points in his return from in¬ 
jury and Milwaukee won its 
ninth straight game. 
Middleton, who had been 
out since Nov. 10 with a 
thigh contusion, didn't start 
and played 20 minutes. 
Former Bucks forward 
Jabari Parker scored a sea¬ 
son-high 33 points for the 
Hawks and added 14 re¬ 
bounds. Trae Young scored 
29 points as Atlanta fell to 
4-14 with its eighth straight 
loss. 

CLIPPERS 121, GRIZZLIES 119 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — 
Montrezl Harrell tipped in 
Lou Williams' miss with 2.3 
seconds left and Los An¬ 
geles extended its winning 
streak to seven games. 
Memphis had one more 
chance to tie or take the 
lead, but Jaren Jackson Jr.'s 
3-point attempt from the 
right corner was blocked 
by Maurice Harkless. 


Harrell and Williams led 
the Clippers with 24 points 
each, and Paul George 
added 22. Williams also 
had 13 assists, and Har¬ 
rell grabbed 10 rebounds. 
Playing the second night 
of a back-to-back on the 
road, Los Angeles forward 
Kawhi Leonard took the 
night off to with "injury man¬ 
agement" on his left knee. 
Jonas Valanciunas had 30 
points and 16 rebounds 
for Memphis, both season 
highs for the center. 

TRAIL BLAZERS 136, THUN¬ 
DER 119 

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — Da¬ 
mian Lillard had 27 points, 
Carmelo Anthony added 
19 in his home debut for 
Portland. 

Hassan Whiteside had 21 
points and 16 rebounds, 
and the Blazers led by as 
many as 35 points in their 
return home after an ex¬ 
tended 2-4 trip. 

Anthony's dunk early in the 
fourth quarter gave Port¬ 
land a 111-79 lead and put 
the crowd on its feet. When 
he was subbed out a cou¬ 
ple of minutes later, fans 
chanted "'Melo! ’Melo!" 
Abdel Nader had 23 points 
off the bench for Oklaho¬ 
ma City, and Chris Paul fin¬ 
ished with 16 points. 
RAPTORS 126, KNICKS 98 
TORONTO (AP) — Pascal 
Siakam scored 31 points, 
OG Anunoby had 13 points 
and a career-high 12 re¬ 
bounds and Toronto beat 
New York for its franchise- 
record eighth straight 


home victory to begin the 
season. 

Fred VanVIeet and Ter¬ 
ence Davis each scored 15 
points to help the Raptors 
set an NBA record with their 
33rd straight home victory 
over an Atlantic Division 
opponent. 

Julius Randle scored 19 
points and Canadian rook¬ 
ie RJ Barrett had 16 for the 
Knicks. 

PACERS 121, JAZZ 102 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Domantas Sabonis and 
T.J. Warren each scored 
23 points and Malcolm 
Brogdon added 22 to help 
Indiana beat Utah for its 
fourth straight victory. 
Sabonis also had 12 re¬ 
bounds. 

Bojan Bogdanovic had 30 
points in his first trip back to 
Indiana since leaving the 
team as a free agent last 
summer. Donovan Mitchell 
added 26 points, and Rudy 
Gobert had 14 points and 
13 rebounds after missing 
the previous two games 
with a sprained left ankle. 
WIZARDS 140, SUNS 132 
PHOENIX (AP) — Brad¬ 
ley Beal scored 35 points, 
Thomas Bryant added 23 
and Washington held on to 
beat Phoenix. 

Washington bounced back 
from a 13-point loss at Den¬ 
ver a night earlier by shoot¬ 
ing 57% from the field and 
making 19 of 35 3-pointers. 
Devin Booker led the Suns 
with 27 points. Phoenix fell 
below .500 — at 8-9 — for 
the first time this season.Q 










Aliu calls Flames 
coach's apology 
'misleading, insincere' 
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New York Rangers goaltender Henrik Lundqvist (30) stops a shot on goal during the third period 
of an NHL hockey game against the Carolina Hurricanes Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2019, in New York. 
The Rangers won 3-2. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Page 18 
FLAMES 3, SABRES 2, OT 

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Elias 
Lindholm scored on a 
wraparound 1:17 into over¬ 
time to lift Calgary over Buf¬ 
falo. 

Matthew Tkachuk had a 
goal and set up the winner 
for the Flames, still playing 
without embattled coach 
Bill Peters. TJ Brodie also 
had a goal and an assist, 
and David Rittich stopped 
34 shots as Calgary im¬ 
proved to 2-0-1 in its past 
three games, and with as¬ 
sociate coach Geoff Ward 
behind the bench. 

Peters has been accused 
of using racists slurs against 
a Nigerian-born player 10 
years ago while the two 
were in the minors with 
the Chicago Blackhawks. 
Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour on Wednes¬ 
day backed another for¬ 
mer player's allegation that 
Peters kicked and punched 
players on the bench dur¬ 
ing his time as Carolina 
coach. 

Peters acknowledged us¬ 
ing offensive language 
in dealing with forward 
Akim Aliu in writing a letter 
of apology addressed to 
Flames general manager 
Brad Treliving, and ob¬ 
tained byTSN, a Canadian 
sports cable network. 
Without specifically refer¬ 
encing the words he used, 
Peters wrote his comments 
to Aliu were the source of 
both anger and disap¬ 
pointment in the letter post¬ 


ed on Twitter during the 
third period. Peters added 
the incident was made in a 
moment of frustration and 
did not reflect his personal 
values. 

Peters said he regretted 
the incident and apolo¬ 
gized to anyone negatively 
affected by it. 

The letter was released 
while Peters is away from 
the team as the Flames 
and the NHL conduct an 
investigation into the mat¬ 
ter. 

Jimmy Vesey and Victor 
Olofsson scored for the Sa¬ 
bres, who dropped to 2-8- 
3 in their past 13 games 
— and after starting the 
season 9-2-1. Linus Ullmark 
made 26 saves. 

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, PRED¬ 
ATORS 3, OT 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
Max Pacioretty tied it with 
less than a second left in 
regulation and Paul Stastny 
scored at 1:52 of overtime 
to give Vegas a comeback 
victory over Nashville. 

Mark Stone, Reilly Smith 
and Pacioretty each had 
a goal and an assist for 
the Golden Knights, who 
snapped a three-game 
losing streak. Malcolm Sub¬ 
ban made 31 saves for his 
first win of the season. 
Mikael Granlund and Matt 
Duchene both contributed 
a goal and an assist for the 
Predators. Ryan Ellis also 
scored and Roman Josi 
added two assists. 

In overtime, Nate Schmidt 
intercepted Calle Jarnk- 


rok's pass and went in on 
a 2-on-0 break on Nashville 
goalie Juuse Saros. Schmidt 
fed a cross-ice pass to 
Stastny, who buried a one- 
timer for the winner. 
RANGERS 3, HURRICANES 2 
NEW YORK (AP) — Adam 
Fox had a goal and an 
assist, Henrik Lundqvist 
stopped 41 shots and New 
York held off Carolina. 

Mika Zibanejad scored in 
his return after missing 13 
games with an upper body 
injury. Brendan Smith also 
had a goal and Artemi 
Panarin added two assists 
to help the Rangers build 
a 3-0 lead in the first pe¬ 
riod and improve to 9-4-1 in 
their last 14 games. 

Panarin has at least one 
point in 15 of the last 16 
games. 

Ryan Dzingel and Warren 
Foegele scored for the Hur¬ 
ricanes, who had won two 
straight. Petr Mrazek fin¬ 
ished with 22 saves. 

MAPLE LEAFS 6, RED WINGS 
0 

DETROIT (AP) — Andreas 
Johnsson had two goals 
and an assist, and Toronto 
routed skidding Detroit for 
its third straight win under 
new coach Sheldon Keefe. 
Frederik Andersen made 
25 saves for his 17th career 
shutout. 

Tyson Barrie and William 
Nylander each had a goal 
and an assist. John Tava¬ 
res and Travis Dermott also 
scored, and Ilya Mikheyev 
and Morgan Rielly added 
two assists apiece.Q 



In this April 7, 2012, file photo, 
Calgary Flames' Akim Aliu, a 
Nigerian-born Canadian, cel¬ 
ebrates his goal during first 
period NHL hockey action 
against the Anaheim Ducks, 
in Calgary, Alberta. 

Associated Press 

By The Associated Press 

Akim Aliu is not happy 
with the apology Calgary 
Flames coach Bill Peters is¬ 
sued for a racial slur he al¬ 
legedly used when both 
were in the minors 10 years 
ago. The former NHL player 
released his own statement 
Thursday on Twitter, saying 
he found Peters' statement 
a day earlier acknowledg¬ 
ing that he used offensive 
language to be "mislead¬ 
ing, insincere and concern¬ 
ing." 

Aliu said he has accepted 
an invitation from the NHL 
to discuss the situation and 
would not comment further 
until after the meeting. 
Peters issued a letter 
Wednesday night to mul¬ 
tiple media outlets, apolo¬ 
gizing to the Flames and 
general manager Brad 
Treliving. The letter did not 
mention the Nigerian-born 
Aliu or specify the words 
Peter used. He called it an 
"isolated and immediately 
regrettable incident." 

The statement drew criti¬ 
cism on social media. 
Former NHL player Georges 
Laraque tweeted: "The @ 
NHLFIames and the @NHL 
can now finally conclude 
their investigation and fire 
him, what more can they 
need after this...?" 

Aliu tweeted Monday that 
Peters directed racial slurs 
toward him when both 
were with the American 
Hockey League's Rock¬ 


ford IceHogs, the Chica¬ 
go Blackhawks' top farm 
team, in 2009-10. Aliu, who 
was born in Nigeria but 
raised in Ukraine and Can¬ 
ada, said Peters "dropped 
the N bomb several times" 
because he didn't like the 
player’s choice of music. 
Peters did not coach the 
Flames on Wednesday 
night when Calgary won in 
Buffalo against the Sabres. 
Afterward, Treliving said 
the Flames' investigation 
was ongoing. 

The Flames were sched¬ 
uled to be off Thursday be¬ 
fore returning to practice 
Friday in Calgary. Their next 
game is Saturday against 
the Ottawa Senators. 

New Jersey teammates 
Wayne Simmonds and 
P.K. Subban, who are both 
black, were asked about 
the Aliu-Peters situation be¬ 
fore the Devils faced the 
Montreal Canadiens on 
Thursday night. 

"I can guarantee you every 
single black hockey player 
has been called a racial 
slur at some point in their 
career, whether it's been 
younger or older," Sim¬ 
monds said. "It's something 
people don't like to talk 
about because it makes 
them uncomfortable. In 
light of this coming out, 
hopefully this can do some 
good for the hockey com¬ 
munity and shed some light 
on it." Simmonds was part 
of a racist incident in 2011 
when a fan threw a ba¬ 
nana on the ice during his 
shootout attempt during 
a preseason game in Lon¬ 
don, Ontario, when he was 
playing for the Philadel¬ 
phia Flyers. The Aliu-Peters 
incident raises its own set of 
concerns, Simmonds said. 
"You never want to hear 
things like that," he said. 
"Those things are extremely 
discouraging for people 
of African descent and of 
color. Something like that 
happens to you and (the) 
one person that's doing it 
to you controls kind of your 
destiny, it's definitely some¬ 
thing that needs to be 
explored.□ 
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AP Interview: Boxing champ Klitschko proud to be Ukrainian 



In this Saturday, April 29, 2017 file photo, British boxer Anthony Joshua, left, fights Ukrainian boxer 
Wladimir Klitschko for Joshua's IBF and the vacant WBA Super World and IBO heavyweight titles at 
Wembley stadium in London. Joshua won with an 11th round stoppage. 

Associated Press 


By GRAHAM DUNBAR 

AP Sports Writer 

NYON, Switzerland (AP) — 

As world heavyweight box¬ 
ing champions for more 
than a decade, Wladimir 
Klitschko and his brother Vi- 
tali helped establish Ukraine 
on the sports map. 

Now that Ukraine and its 
capital city of Kyiv — where 
Vitali is mayor — are part 
of the United States' daily 
news agenda, learning 
about the eastern Euro¬ 
pean country's place in the 
world is not so difficult. 

"Not anymore," Wladimir 
Klitschko told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview 
at the home of European 
soccer body UEFA, where 
he is a trustee of the group's 
children's charity founda¬ 
tion. 'There is no doubt that 
at least people will know, in 
the U.S. especially." 

The younger Klitschko 
brother visited Switzerland 
after spending time this 
month in New York, where 
rolling cable news cover¬ 
age is repeating a theme 
that corruption is rife in his 
home country. 

"With something bad, there 
is also something good," 
said Klitschko, who projects 
positive thinking and de¬ 
veloped a Swiss university 
course in innovative man¬ 
agement. "It is much more 
fun to solve a challenge 
than to have a problem." 


Klitschko, a gold medalist at 
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, 
celebrated Ukraine — like 
the national soccer team 
qualifying for the 2020 Euro¬ 
pean Championship. 

"Have you seen what 
Shevchenko has done for 
the team?" he enthused. 
Like Klitschko, Ukraine 
coach Andriy Shevchen¬ 
ko is a beloved athlete at 
home trying to give some¬ 
thing back to fans. 
"Ukrainians, as a nation, 
we are super-talented," 
Klitschko said, praising hit 
HBO drama Chernobyl for 
showing the toughness of 
its people. "We are well 
educated, we are serving 
society." 

The Klitschko Foundation 
has involved more than 1.8 
million children and youths 
in Ukraine since being cre¬ 
ated in 2003, the year 
Wladimir's first world title 
reign ended. He regained 
versions of the heavy¬ 
weight belt in 2006 and 
stayed unbeaten for nine 
more years. 

One of its established proj¬ 
ects, to equip schools with 
sports equipment, was 
among 42 schemes that 
won UEFA Foundation for 
Children funding this month 
worth a combined $5.2 mil¬ 
lion. 

"We are trying to motivate," 
Klitschko said. "You need 
to be active. You need to 


be the driving force in your 
community, in the school." 
When Klitschko talks about 
Ukrainian leaders, a com¬ 
mon thread emerges link¬ 
ing men born in the 1970s in 
the former Soviet Union. 

He and Shevchenko are 
43. So is the co-founder 
of WhatsApp, Jan Koum. 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko is 48. 
Ukrainian president Volody- 
myr Zelenskiy, the former 
comic actor and producer 
who has an unwitting cen¬ 
tral role in the U.S. presiden¬ 


tial impeachment process, 
soon turns 42. 

Klitschko noted: "(We're) 
trying to bring more for this 
talented nation." 

He is cautious, however, 
when asked if a nation of 
44 million people prefers 
public leaders they already 
admired in another field. 
"The trust needs to be stron¬ 
ger," Klitschko said. "But 
trust comes only with time 
and corruption needs to 
be reduced. We probably 
cannot get rid of it. Evil and 


good is always going to be 
neighbors." 

He supports closer ties with 
the European Union and 
expressed admiration for 
leadership values in Ger¬ 
many, where both brothers 
often fought title bouts. 

It's been more than T/i 
years since his final fight 
— an llth-round loss to 
Anthony Joshua in front of 
90,000 people at Wembley 
Stadium, a modern record 
crowd for a heavyweight 
contest. □ 


European Tour lets players wear shorts for first time 



South Africa's Brandon Grace lines up a shot during play in the 
European Tour in Malelane, South Africa, Thursday, Nov. 28, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


MALELANE, South Africa 
(AP) — Golfers were al¬ 
lowed to wear shorts during 
a European Tour event for 
the first time on Thursday 
because of sweltering tem¬ 
peratures. 

The decision to relax rules 
at the 2020 season-open¬ 
ing Alfred Dunhill Champi¬ 
onship in South Africa was 
made after discussions be¬ 
tween players, European 
Tour CEO Keith Pelley, and 
tournament host Johann 
Rupert. It applies for this 
event only. 

Temperatures are predict¬ 
ed to reach 40 degrees 
Celsius (104 F) over the next 
few days at the Leopard 
Creek Country Club, which 
borders the Kruger Park 


wildlife reserve in northern 
South Africa. 

"We felt that in this situation 
it was a good move," said 
the European Tour's David 
Williams, the tournament 
director. "The temperatures 
will increase as the week 
goes on, which is uncom¬ 
fortable and could be a 
health issue for the players. 
"A lot of players were con¬ 
cerned about it. In these 
temperatures it can be 
pretty uncomfortable out 
there in trousers." 

In 2016, the European Tour 
allowed players to wear 
shorts for practice rounds 
and pro-ams but not tour¬ 
nament play. The U.S. PGA 
Tour brought in the same 
policy this year. 


Four-time major winner 
Ernie Els said allowing 
shorts this week was "com¬ 
mon sense" and hoped it 
wouldn't be the last time in 


a tournament. 

"It's going to get up to 40 
degrees here and it's the 
right thing to do," Els said. 
"It's been talked about for 


so long on all of the tours 
around the world ... I think 
this could be a game- 
changer for golf which 
could end up enhancing 
the product." 

When the U.S. PGA Tour an¬ 
nounced in February it was 
allowing shorts for practice 
and pro-ams, it said it not¬ 
ed the opinions of leading 
players. 

Asked for his view on allow¬ 
ing shorts. Tiger Woods said: 
"I would love it. We play 
in some of the hottest cli¬ 
mates on the planet." 

Rory Mcllroy said: "It makes 
the guys a lot more com¬ 
fortable. I don't think there's 
anything wrong with profes¬ 
sional golfers showing the 
lower half of their leg.'Q 
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U.S. proposes rules to vet all telecoms-related purchases 



In this Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2019, photo, visitors look at the surveillance cameras and services pro¬ 
vided by China's telecoms equipment giant Huawei on display at the China Public Security Expo 
in Shenzhen, China's Guangdong province. 

Associated Press 


By ELAINE KURTENBACH 
AP Business Writer 
BEIJING (AP) — The Depart¬ 
ment of Commerce has 
proposed requiring case- 
by-case approvals of all 
purchases of telecommu¬ 
nications equipment in a 
move likely to hit major Chi¬ 
nese suppliers like Huawei. 
The plan issued Tuesday 
follows President Donald 
Trump’s order in May de¬ 
claring a national emer¬ 
gency and restricting pur¬ 
chases by U.S. companies 
of telecoms equipment 
that might be considered a 
security threat. It calls for a 
period of public comment 
before it is implemented. 
That order did not name 
specific countries or com¬ 
panies but was thought to 
target Chinese suppliers 
such as Huawei Technolo¬ 
gies and ZTE Corp. It gave 
the Commerce Depart¬ 
ment 150 days to come up 
with the regulations issued 
this week. 

The May 15 order by Trump 
said foreign "adversaries" 
were exploiting informa¬ 
tion and communications 
technology and services, 
or ICTS, for espionage and 
other cybercrimes. It gave 
the commerce secretary 
the authority to prohibit or 
"mitigate" any purchases 
of telecommunications 
equipment and services 
made after that date, "if 
such transactions pose: an 
undue risk of sabotage or 
subversion of ICTS in the 


United States; an undue risk 
of catastrophic effects on 
the security and resiliency 
of critical infrastructure or 
the digital economy... or 
an unacceptable risk to 
national security or to the 
security or safety of U.S. 
persons." 

Commerce Secretary Wil¬ 
bur Ross said in a statement 
that the proposed rules 
"demonstrate our commit¬ 
ment to securing the digital 
economy, while also deliv¬ 
ering on President Trump's 
commitment to our digital 
infrastructure." 

Decisions on transactions 


would use a "case-by-case, 
fact specific approach" 
and refer to assessments by 
the Secretary of Homeland 
Security and Director of Na¬ 
tional Intelligence. 

The Chinese Commerce 
Ministry did not immedi¬ 
ately reply to a request for 
comment. 

The U.S. government black¬ 
listed Huawei in May, requir¬ 
ing U.S. companies to ob¬ 
tain government approvals 
for sales to the company. 
That would disrupt Huawei's 
access to processor chips 
and other technology. Its 
smartphones would lose 


Google maps and other 
services, making it hard to 
compete. 

The Trump administration 
on Nov. 19 extended for 90 
days a limited reprieve on 
such technology sales, the 
second such extension. 
Despite sanctions, numer¬ 
ous loopholes have been 
exploited. U.S. companies, 
for example, continue to 
supply Huawei with chips 
made outside the United 
States. 

The May executive order 
was based on the 1977 
International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act, 


which had never before 
been applied to an entire 
commercial sector. It usu¬ 
ally is used to freeze assets 
of designated terrorists and 
drug traffickers and impose 
embargoes on hostile for¬ 
eign governments. 

Huawei, the world's big¬ 
gest supplier of network 
gear, has been deemed 
a danger in U.S. national 
security circles for the bet¬ 
ter part of a decade. The 
company denies such al¬ 
legations and insists that it 
would abide by promises to 
protect its customers' data 
and services. 

U.S. justice and intelligence 
officials have presented 
no evidence of any Hua¬ 
wei equipment in the U.S. 
or elsewhere being com¬ 
promised by backdoors in¬ 
stalled by the manufactur¬ 
er to facilitate espionage 
by Beijing. Huawei vehe¬ 
mently denies involvement 
in Chinese spying. 

But all major U.S. wireless 
carriers and internet pro¬ 
viders swore off Chinese- 
made equipment after a 
2012 report by the House 
Intelligence Committee 
said Huawei and ZTE, Chi¬ 
na's No. 2 telecoms equip¬ 
ment company, should 
be excluded as enablers 
of Beijing-directed espio¬ 
nage. 

Trump signed a bill in 2018 
barring the U.S. govern¬ 
ment and its contractors 
from using equipment from 
the Chinese suppliersO 


Panasonic leaves semiconductor 
business with Taiwan sale 



In this Jan. 9, 2018, file photo, people walk by the Panasonic 
booth during CES International in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 


By YURI KAGEYAMA 
AP Business Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Japanese 
electronics manufacturer 
Panasonic Corp. is aban¬ 
doning the semiconductor 


business with the sale of its 
last business in that sector 
to a Taiwanese company. 
Panasonic said Thursday it 
was transferring the semi¬ 
conductor business oper¬ 


ated by Panasonic Semi¬ 
conductor Solutions Co. 
to Nuvoton Technology 
Corp. 

In recent years, Panasonic 
has sold its semiconductor 
plants in Singapore, Indo¬ 
nesia and Malaysia. 

Terms were not disclosed 
for Thursday's move, set to 
be completed next year. 
Panasonic's chipmaking 
has been struggling in re¬ 
cent years amid competi¬ 
tion from cheaper rivals in 
South Korea and the rest of 
Asia. 

Japanese media reports 


said the recent U.S.-Chi- 
na trade war, which has 
slowed sales in China, 
added to those pressures. 
The move highlights Pana¬ 
sonic and other Japanese 
electronics makers' efforts 
to focus on more lucrative 
businesses. 

'The competitive environ¬ 
ment surrounding the semi¬ 
conductor business has 
become extremely severe 
due to aggressive expan¬ 
sion of competitors, huge 
investments in the focused 
area and industry reorga¬ 
nization," 


Panasonic said in a state¬ 
ment. 

The company said it be¬ 
lieved Nuvoton appreci¬ 
ates the strengths of Pana¬ 
sonic's technology and will 
steer the business to stable 
growth. 

Panasonic has also trans¬ 
ferred another part of its 
semiconductor business to 
Japanese rival Rohm Co., 
scheduled to be complet¬ 
ed this year. 

Some Japanese compa¬ 
nies remain in the business, 
including Toshiba Corp., 
Fujitsu and Sony CorpO 
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Holiday stress: Amazon, others under gun for 1 -day delivery 



In this Aug. 3, 2017, file photo, packages ride on a conveyor system at an Amazon fulfillment 
center in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 


By JOSEPH PISANI 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — This year, 
holiday stress may take on 
a whole new meaning for 
online retailers. 

Amazon, Walmart and oth¬ 
ers have promised to de¬ 
liver more of their orders 
within 24 hours of custom¬ 
ers clicking on "Buy." 

The coming weeks will be 
the first test of whether they 
can make that happen 
during the busy holiday 
shopping season, when on¬ 
slaughts of orders and bad 
weather can lay waste 
to even the best delivery 
plans. 

It's an expensive feat that 
requires not just additional 
planes and vehicles, but 
more workers and reams 
of data to help retailers 
prepare and predict what 
shoppers may buy. 

And the stakes to deliver on 
time are high. A late pack¬ 
age can damage a retail¬ 
er's reputation, since shop¬ 
pers tend to blame them, 
even if the late arrival is the 
fault of the delivery com¬ 
pany. 

"The store made the prom¬ 
ise," said Suketu Gandhi, 
partner in the digital trans¬ 
formation practice at con¬ 
sulting firm A.T. Kearney. 
Amazon learned that six 
years ago, when UPS and 
FedEx were crippled by 
bad weather and last-min¬ 
ute online shopping, caus¬ 
ing millions of packages to 
be late for Christmas. Since 
then, the online shopping 
giant has been building its 
own delivery network to 
give it more control over 
when and how its pack¬ 
ages are delivered. It has 
leased jets, built package¬ 
sorting hubs at airports and 
launched a program that 
lets contractors start busi¬ 
nesses delivering packages 
in vans. 

Others are feeling the pres¬ 
sure to keep up with Ama¬ 
zon. When the company in¬ 
troduced two-day shipping 
about 14 years ago, shop¬ 
pers expected the same 
from other stores. That ap¬ 
pears to be happening 
again. 

"Customers love two-day 
delivery," said Mark Cohen, 
a retail studies professor at 
New York's Columbia Busi¬ 


ness School. "But they like 
one day better." 

Smaller retailers, however, 
will probably be hurt trying 
to pay for quicker shipping, 
said Cohen, who used to 
be an executive at Sears 
Canada. 

The push for even speedier 
delivery comes after Ama¬ 
zon announced in April 
that it would cut its deliv¬ 
ery for Prime members to 
one day from two. Walmart 
and Best Buy followed with 
their own announcements. 
Many smaller retailers are 
also trying to deliver quick¬ 
er, according to UPS, which 
said it will have 11 more jets 
flying this year to keep up. 
But many eyes will be on 
Amazon this holiday season 
and whether it will keep its 
delivery promises. That's 
because 42% of all online 
sales this holiday season is 
expected to go to the Se¬ 
attle company, according 
consulting firm Bain & Co. 

It says it's up to the chal¬ 
lenge. 

"We deliver for our custom¬ 
ers every day and are con¬ 
fident in our ability to serve 


customers this holiday 
season," Amazon said in a 
statement. 

Amazon already had a 
chance to test out one-day 
shipping during its Prime 
Day event in July, which 
has become one of the 
company's busiest shop¬ 
ping events. 

It has another advantage: 
lots of cash. Amazon ex¬ 
pects to spend about $1.5 
billion during the holiday 
season, partly to move 
items closer to customers 
and pay for more worker 
shifts. It says the cost is worth 
it, since it's already seeing 
customers spend more be¬ 
cause of the switch to one- 


day delivery. 

The spending starts even 
before a package hits the 
road. Retailers are using 
machine learning tech¬ 
nology to predict what 
shoppers may buy and 
then placing those items 
in stores and warehouses 
closer to them, said Anne 
Goodchild, the director of 
the Supply Chain Transpor¬ 
tation and Logistics Center 
at the University of Wash¬ 
ington. 

Amazon has more than 100 
warehouses around the 
country to store, pack and 
ship goods. Walmart is us¬ 
ing warehouses and stores 
near customers to pack 


next-day orders. Best Buy 
has opened warehouses 
near the heavily populated 
cities of Chicago, Los An¬ 
geles and New York. Target 
says more than 90% of on¬ 
line orders are packed at 
stores. 

While Target doesn't prom¬ 
ise next-day delivery, it says 
that half of its two-day de¬ 
liveries are showing up at 
customers' doorsteps the 
next day. It's also offering 
same-day delivery from 
stores for an extra fee and, 
like other retailers, it offers 
an option for customers 
to buy online and pick up 
from a store. 

Shippers say they are ready 
for the influx of packages. 
UPS, which says next-day 
air shipments jumped 24% 
in the most recent quarter, 
has built more package 
sortation hubs that will help 
it process an additional 
400,000 pieces per hour. 
FedEx will again be offer¬ 
ing online retailers a way to 
ship next day or in two days 
when orders come in late 
afternoon or night. And the 
U.S. Postal Service says it 
will be delivering packages 
in more cities on Sunday, 
a change it typically does 
during the holidays. 

But cities may not be pre¬ 
pared for the rushed de¬ 
liveries. Goodchild said 
places like New York and 
Seattle are not built to deal 
with the vans and cars 
stopping to deliver, caus¬ 
ing traffic and congestion. 
"That's where we see pres¬ 
sure," she said. □ 
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Blondie 

I'M NOT SURE HOW LONS I'LL 
BE AT 

VOU LOOKING 
PEAR Mi2frVW HONEY? 


I DON'T KNOW YET... I LIKE 
TO JUST WINS IT ONCE 
I SET THERE 



I ALWAYS SET A LITTLE . 
NERYOUS WHEN SHE'S JUST. 



Mother Goose & Grimm 


I'M WORRIED ABOUT 
rWf HEALTH. I ASKED 
THE VST "WHAT'S Wf 
BLOOD T^P£?" 



HE SAID, "B 
POSITIVE" 




Baby Blues 

OKAS, WHO WOULD FATHE? > 
WATCH ANYTU1N6 BUT ANOTHEP 

AJENSEFS MOVIE? r—— 

7*?-^ 


WAITWE 
JbiFLS WIN! 

■v— 


'$1 we can see \ 


THE •STP1N6 
ON WHEN'S , 

WFIST J' 


THE VOTES HAVE 


BEEN COUNTED. 

REMOTE, PLEASE. 

- 



Zits 


rMTWS9HRIMPC?F 
/WfCHEM LA& 



THREE PIPES ARE 
OYERSIX-FEET-FIVE, 
ANPTHERE'S ONE £IRL 
WHO£ ALMOST 

SIX-THREE/ 





IHATEBE1NSTHE 
SHORTEST KID IN CLASS. 



‘fEAH,THATMUST 

BETOU&H. 



Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Schoolboys 
5 Sculpturing & 
painting 
9 Espy 
13 Just right 

15 Clubs or 
diamonds 

16 Bamboo reed 

17 Mediterranean 
island nation 

18 Cocky boldness 

20 Storm center 

21 CEO’s degree, 
perhaps 

23 Holds under a 
faucet 

24 Spotless 

26 _ it; understand 

27 Going out with 
29 Makes 

arrangements for 

32 Change to make 
fit 

33 Pandemonium 
35 Apprehend 

37 Vats 

38 Unadorned 

39 Flooring piece 

40 ‘That’s folks!” 

41 ‘This too _ pass” 

42 Was crazy about 

43 Tried out 

45 Fonda & Falk 

46 Split _ soup 

47 Fibroma or 
adenoma 

48 Resounds 

51 dos, tres... 

52 “My Gal Rita 
Hayworth film 

55 Phony 

58 Not worldly-wise 

60 Metal corrosion 

61 Midmorning 

62 Bridal dress fabric 

63 Diamond officials 

64 Koppel & Danson 

65 TV’s “_-Called 

Life” 

DOWN 

1 Margarita garnish 

2 in the Life”; 
Beatles song 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 

3 Yummy 

4 Start of the 
weekend: abbr. 

5 Of Laos or China 

6 Mai tai 
ingredient 

7 Gratuity 

8 Caviar source 

9 Smells 

10 Cookware items 

11 upon a 
time...” 

12 _ off; irritates 
14 Regret strongly 
19 Counts calories 
22 Paper sack 
25 Cold sore sites 

27 Statistics 

28 Grown-up 

29 Set _; leave 
shore 

30 Brown or Baylor 

31 Not as ruddy 

33 Clothed 

34 Mr. Holbrook 
36 Bunks & berths 
38 Ring-necked _; 

SD’s state bird 
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39 Dorothy’s dog 

41 Metal used for 
nails 

42 Defective cars 

44 Football & tennis 

45 Play on words 

47 Melodies 

48 Beige 

49 Pal 


50 Part of a door 
latch 

53 Rental car agency 

54 Jay, once of “The 
Tonight Show” 

56 Even score 
57_so forth; etc. 

59 Author Milne’s 
initials 
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This undated photo provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows a scanning 
electron micrograph of multiple round bumps of the HIV-1 virus on a cell surface. 

Associated Press 


Study: For babies born with 
HIV, start treatment right away 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — When 
babies are born with HIV, 
starting treatment within 
hours to days is better than 
waiting even the few weeks 
to months that's the norm in 
many countries, research¬ 
ers reported Wednesday. 
The findings, from a small 
but unique study in Botswa¬ 
na, could influence care in 
Africa and ofher regions hit 
hard by the virus. They also 
might offer a clue in scien¬ 
tists' quest for a cure. 

The Harvard-led team 
found super early treat¬ 
ment limits how HIV takes 
root in a newborn's body, 
shrinking the "reservoir" of 
virus that hides out, ready 
to rebound if those young¬ 
sters ever stop their medi¬ 
cations. 

"We don't think the current 
intervention is itself cura¬ 
tive, but it sets the stage" 
for future attempts, said Dr. 
Daniel Kuritzkes of Boston's 
Brigham and Women's Hos¬ 
pital, who co-authored the 
study. 

Giving pregnant women a 
cocktail of anti-HIV drugs 
can prevent them from 
spreading the virus to their 
unborn children, a step that 
has dramatically reduced 
the number of babies born 
with the virus worldwide. 
Still, some 300 to 500 infants 


are estimated to be infect¬ 
ed every day in sub-Saha¬ 
ran Africa. 

Doctors have long known 
that treating babies in the 
first weeks to months of life 
is important, because their 
developing immune sys¬ 
tems are especially vulner¬ 
able to HIV. 

But an infant dubbed the 
"Mississippi baby" raised a 
critical question: Should 
treatment start even ear¬ 
lier? The girl received a 
three-drug combination 
within 30 hours of her birth 
in July 2010, highly unusual 
for the time. Her family quit 
treatment when she was a 


toddler — yet her HIV re¬ 
mained in remission for a 
remarkable 27 months be¬ 
fore she relapsed and re¬ 
started therapy. 

The Botswana study was 
one of several funded by 
the U.S. National Institutes 
of Health after doctors 
learned of the Mississippi 
baby, to further explore 
very early treatment. 

The findings are encour¬ 
aging, said Dr. Deborah 
Persaud, a pediatric HIV 
specialist at Johns Hopkins 
University who wasn't in¬ 
volved with the Botswana 
study but helped evaluate 
the Mississippi babyO 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Dakota Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 

100 

Oranjestad 

527 3140 

Noord 

527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 

527 2900 

San Nicolas 

584 5000 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Ambulancia 

911 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Red Cross 

582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 

588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 

280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



November 29 

Koningsdam 
Europa 2 


November 30 

AidaPerla / Star Flyer 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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U.N.: 'Quick wins' needed to keep climate goals within reach 



In this Friday, Sept. 6,2019 file photo, commuters make their way along an expressway during rush 
hour in Beijing. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — Countries 
need to begin making 
steep cuts to their green¬ 
house gas emissions im¬ 
mediately or risk missing 
the targets they've agreed 
for limiting global warm¬ 
ing, with potentially dire 
consequences, senior Unit¬ 
ed Nations officials said 
Tuesday.A report by the 
U.N. Environment Program, 
published days before gov¬ 
ernments gather in Madrid 
for an annual meeting on 
climate change, showed 
the amount of planet-heat¬ 
ing gases being pumped 
into the atmosphere hitting 
a new high last year, de¬ 
spite a near-global pledge 
to reduce them. 
Man-made greenhouse 
gas emissions rose in 2018 
to 55.3 billion metric tons of 
carbon dioxide, according 
to the U.N.'s annual 'emis¬ 
sions gap' report. While 
much of the increase came 
from emerging economies 
such as China and India, 
some of those emissions are 
the result of manufacturing 
outsourced from devel¬ 
oped countries. 

"We need quick wins to re¬ 
duce emissions as much as 
possible in 2020," said the 
agency's chief, Inger An¬ 


dersen. "We need to catch 
up on the years in which 
we procrastinated." 

To stop average global 
temperatures from in¬ 
creasing by more than 1.5 
degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahr¬ 
enheit) this century com¬ 
pared with pre-industrial 
times, worldwide emissions 
of carbon dioxide, meth¬ 
ane and other greenhouse 


gases will have to drop by 
7.6% each year in the com¬ 
ing decade, the agency 
said. Scientists say the 1,5C 
target — contained in the 
2015 Paris climate accord 
— would avert some of the 
more extreme changes in 
global weather patterns 
predicted if temperatures 
rise further. 

"What we are looking at is 


really that emissions need 
to go down by 55 percent 
by 2030," said John Chris¬ 
tensen, lead author and 
director of the UNEP-Danish 
Technology Institute Part¬ 
nership. 

Even the less ambitious goal 
of capping global warm¬ 
ing at 2C (3.6 F) would re¬ 
quire annual emissions cuts 
of 2.7% between 2020 and 


2030, UNEP said. 

That currently seems un¬ 
likely. 

At present, national pledg¬ 
es would leave the world 
3.2 degrees Celsius (5.8 
Fahrenheit) warmer by 
2100 than pre-industrial 
times, with dramatic con¬ 
sequences for life on Earth, 
the U.N. agency said. Get¬ 
ting the world back on 
track to 1,5C would require 
a fivefold increase in mea¬ 
sures pledged so far, it cal¬ 
culated. 

Last week, UNEP published 
a separate report, which 
found that countries are 
planning to extract more 
than twice the amount of 
fossil fuels from the ground 
than can be burned in 2030 
if the 1,5C target is to be 
met. 

This includes countries such 
as Norway, which touts its 
green credentials while it 
continues to drill for oil in 
the North Sea. 

Officials appealed to gov¬ 
ernments that have al¬ 
ready laid out targets for 
reducing their emissions to 
see if they can do more, 
and insisted that industries 
like power, transport, build¬ 
ing and shipping can find 
opportunities to lower their 
emissions tooO 



Kjetil Wormnes, automation and robotics system engineer, pos¬ 
es with the Space Rover after a training exercise of the Euro¬ 
pean Space Agency, ESA, in Katwijk, near The Hague, Nether¬ 
lands, Monday, Nov. 25, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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European Space Agency gets more 
funds, also for Moon mission 


MADRID (AP) — The 22 

member states of the Eu¬ 
ropean Space agency 
pledged Thursday to boost 
their funding to support 
more missions and research 
projects, including a new 
generation of satellites to 
monitor climate change. 
The agency's director-gen¬ 
eral, Jan Woerner, said at 
the conclusion two-day 
ministerial meeting in Se¬ 
ville, Spain, that member 
states pledged a record 
three-year budget of 12.5 
billion euros ($13.7 million) 
plus an additional 1.9 billion 
euros to cover operational 
costs and basic research in 
years four and five. 

"14.4 billion euros. For me 
it is surprise. It is even more 
than I proposed," said Wo¬ 
erner. 

"We have taken on some 


ambitious projects." 
Woerner said that "climate 
change is a strong driver" 
in a bigger-than-expected 
funding boost for Europe's 
Copernicus Earth-observa¬ 
tion satellites. 

"Copernicus is now the 
world's leading Earth-ob¬ 
servation project," he said. 
"This shows all the support 
for an awareness of our 
planet, and I think it is good 
because taxpayers are 
asking (governments) to 
do something and you can 
only do something if you 
know what to do." 

Spain's Science Minister 
Pedro Duque added that 
climate research is also 
where industry wants to be. 
Madrid is hosting the Unit¬ 
ed Nations global climate 
meeting from Dec. 2-13. 
"We have the most ad¬ 


vanced set of Earth obser¬ 
vation satellites flying, so 
everyone in every industry 
wants to be involved in 
developing the top tech¬ 
nology because this is a 
place where European 
companies can get ahead 
of companies in the rest of 
the world," Duque said. 
Other missions getting 
backing included sending 
the first European astronaut 
to the Moon, the building of 
a space shuttle and parts 
of a planned lunar space 
station, researching black 
holes, and safety projects 
to remove space debris 
and detect asteroids.Ger¬ 
many will be largest single 
funder, with 22.9 percent of 
the total. 

"For me, this ministerial 
(meeting) has one very 
clear message. □ 


















Philip Pullman's latest 
book is adventure for an 




anxious age 

By JILL LAWLESS 
LONDON (AP) — The line 
between fantasy and real¬ 
ity is blurry in the world of 
Philip Pullman. Which, he 
thinks, is how it should be. 
The British author's latest 
book, "The Secret Com¬ 
monwealth," is set in a 
world of mystery, magic, 
witches and daemons — 
as well as untrustworthy 
politicians, manipulative 
charmers and fake news. 

"If you're interested in the 
world, the world is bound 
to affect what you write," 
Pullman says. 

"The Secret Common¬ 
wealth" brings back the 
indomitable Lyra, whom 
millions of readers have 
followed in four previous 
books from infancy through 
an adventure-filled ado¬ 
lescence — and now into 
troubled young adulthood. 
In the latest book, Lyra's 
studies at Oxford University 
and interrupted by a per¬ 
sonal crisis and a journey in 
search of mysterious Cen¬ 
tral Asian roses and their 
dangerous power. 

It's a rollicking adventure 
with a philosophical un¬ 
dertow, set in a fantastical 
universe. But it's also shad¬ 
owed by the specter of 
current events. 

Like his heroine, Pullman 
is troubled by the world 
around him. A chat with 
the 72-year-old author in¬ 
evitably turns to Brexit, as 
many conversations in Brit¬ 
ain do these days. Pullman 
thinks Britain's decision to 
leave the European Union 
is a big mistake. He consid¬ 
ers ex-Prime Minister David 
Cameron a "complacent 
fool" for calling the 2016 ref¬ 
erendum on the country's 
EU membership. 

Like many people looking 
at the state of politics on 
both sides of the Atlantic, 
he worries about "the de¬ 
cay of truth ... "the idea 
that nothing is real, noth¬ 
ing is true, life is a tissue of 
improbable lies spun over 
nothingness." 

"You can say anything, and 
if you say it with enough ef¬ 
frontery, you can get away 
with it," Pullman told The 


Associated Press from his 
home in Oxford. 

"We see this very clearly in 
Donald Trump and in Boris 
Johnson. And that's a very 
dangerous state of affairs. 
If you allow the idea to de¬ 
velop that it doesn't really 
matter what you say be¬ 
cause no one will believe 
it anyway, we're on very 
shaky ground." 

Questions about truth, lies 
and the limits of knowl¬ 
edge ripple through "The 
Secret Commonwealth," 
the second volume in a 
planned trilogy "The Book 
of Dust," and a follow-up to 
the three-volume saga "His 
Dark Materials." 

"His Dark Materials" intro¬ 
duced the world to Lyra, 
an imaginative, unman¬ 
ageable child being raised 
by scholars of Oxford's Jor¬ 
dan College. 

The world of the books is a 
familiar-yet-uncanny blend 
of old-fashioned technol¬ 
ogy — gas lights, airships — 
and advanced science, of 
everyday worries and fan¬ 
tastical creatures includ¬ 
ing witches and armored 
bears. In Pullman's most 
striking act of imagination, 
every human has an insep¬ 
arable animal soul mate 
known as a daemon (pro¬ 
nounced demon). 

Like its predecessors, "The 
Secret Commonwealth" 
brims with perilous trips to 
far-flung locales, including 
Geneva, Prague and Istan¬ 
bul. But there is also a new, 
adult, sense of unease. Lyra 
is no longer a child but a 
troubled young adult who 
finds herself estranged from 
her daemon Pantalaimon 
— effectively at war with 
herself. 

"If we are estranged tem¬ 
porarily or permanently 
from part of ourselves, it's 
a terrible situation to be 
in," Pullman said. It's also 
one many people who 
have made a rocky transi¬ 
tion from adolescence into 
adulthood will recognize. 
The first volume of "His Dark 
Materials" was published 
in 1995, so Pullman is on 
his second generation of 
readers. Reviewing the 
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In this Thursday May 16, 2019 file photo, author Philip Pullman with his knighthood following an 
investiture ceremony at Buckingham Palace, London. 

Associated Press 


new book in The Guard¬ 
ian, University College Lon¬ 
don English professor John 
Mullan said that "Pullman 
seems to be writing for 
those who read the HDM 
novels as children, but are 
children no longer." He 
called it "a book for getting 
older with." 

It rankles with Pullman that 
because of publishing in¬ 
dustry categories his work 
is categorized as children's 
literature. Such has been 
the success of the series 
— 17.5 million copies sold 
around the world — that 
Pullman says he is "quite of¬ 
ten asked to sign a book for 
somebody’s little baby that 
they've just named Lyra." 

"I always sign it 'For the real 
Lyra,"' he said. 

As she faces a personal cri¬ 
sis, the book also pitches 
Lyra into conflict with an 
oppressive religious hier¬ 
archy, the Magisterium, 
which has an intense inter¬ 
est in those mysterious Cen¬ 
tral Asian roses. 

Pullman is an atheist, and 
his unflattering depiction 
of religious authority has 
drawn criticism in the past 
from some Christian groups. 
His books have been pulled 
from some Catholic school 
library shelves in Canada 
and the United States over 
the years. 

Pullman remains convinced 
that "when religious power 
acquires political power, 
terrible things happen.'Q 


Author Lee Child 
explores origins 
of hero concept 


Associated Press 

"The Hero," a non-fiction 
essay by author Lee Child, 
opens with Child looking at 
language and how words 
have different meanings 
over the space of time. 
Child also asks the ques¬ 
tion of who was the first 
person to initiate a par¬ 
ticular word or phrase and 
have that definition mean 
the same for everyone. 
As time passed, people 
began to tell each other 
stories. The stories prob¬ 
ably were basic at first 
and then over time heroic 
traits were added to keep 
the audience engaged 
with the tale. The works 
of Homer saw a hero as a 
warrior who approached 
everything with a sense of 
honor, kind of like the Klin- 
gons in "Star Trek." Today, 
a hero can be described 
as a popular athlete or 
someone who does the 
right thing under difficult 
circumstances. How did 
that change occur? 

Child writes popular and 
intriguing thrillers and 
his talent for compelling 
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This cover image released 
by TLS shows "The Hero," by 
Lee Child. By JEFF AYERS 

Associated Press 

prose isn't limited to fic¬ 
tion. He delivers an inter¬ 
esting premise and backs 
up his hypothesis with 
data and personal insight. 
What this book lacks 
in page count more 
than compensates in a 
thought-provoking dis¬ 
cussion of the origins of 
language, storytelling 
and what makes all of us 
human. □ 
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This image released by Lionsgate shows Katherine Langford, 
from left, Toni Collette, Jamie Lee Curtis, Don Johnson, Michael 
Shannon, Riki Lindholm and Jaeden Lieberher in a scene from 
"Knives Out." 

Associated Press 
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Review: In 'Knives Out,' a 
whodunit for the Trump era 


By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

Rian Johnson's "Knives Out" 
unravels not just a good 
old-fashioned murder mys¬ 
tery but the very fabric of 
the whodunit, pulling at 
loose threads until it has in¬ 
tricately, devilishly woven 
together something new 
and exceedingly delight¬ 
ful. 

For all the detective tales 
that dot television screens, 
the Agatha Christie-styled 
whodunit has gone curi¬ 
ously absent from movie 
theaters. The nostalgia- 
driven "Murder on Orient 
Express" (2017), popular 
as it was, didn't do much 
to dispel the idea that 
the genre has essentially 
moved into retirement, 
content to sit out its days 
in a warm puffy armchair, 
occasionally dusting itself 
off for a remake. 

But Johnson has since his 
2005 neo-noir debut "Brick" 
shown a rare cunning for 
enlivening old genres with 
densely plotted decon¬ 
struction. He makes very 
clever movies ("Looper," 
"Star Wars: The Last Jedi") 
that sometimes, like in 
the madcap caper "The 
Brothers Bloom," verge on 
showy overelaboration, of 
being too much. 

But in the whodunit, too 
much is usually a good 
thing. Give us all the movie 
stars, plot twists and mur¬ 
der weapons you can find. 
When done well, there 
is almost nothing better. 
And "Knives Out," while it 
takes a little while to find 
its stride, sticks the land¬ 
ing, right up to its doozy 
of a last shot. The who¬ 
dunit turns out not only to 
still have a few moves left 
but to be downright acro¬ 
batic. 

The film begins like many 
before it: with a dead 
body that needs account¬ 
ing for. Harlan Thrombey 
(Christopher Plummer), a 
bestselling mystery writer, is 
found with his throat cut in 
a small upstairs room in his 
sprawling Victorian man¬ 
sion. Production designer 
David Crank deserves 
much credit for the film's 


fabulously ornate and 
much-paneled setting — 
a Clue board come to life 
and a home that could 
rival the modernist abode 
of "Parasite" for movie 
house of the year. 
Thrombey is extremely 
wealthy with an expansive 
family of spoon-fed, enti¬ 
tled eccentrics that would 
likely mix well with the dy¬ 
nasty of HBO's "Succes¬ 
sion." And as much intrigue 
as there is about Harlan's 
death, for his children 
there's even more about 
his inheritance. There’s his 
relator daughter Linda 
(Jamie Lee Curtis) and her 
cheating husband Rich¬ 
ard (Don Johnson), a vo¬ 
cal Trump supporter: his 
son Walt (a sweater-wear¬ 
ing Michael Shannon) who 
runs his father's publish¬ 
ing house; lifestyle guru 
daughter-in-law Joni (Toni 
Collette); and his playboy 
grandson Ransom (Chris 
Evans), the black sheep of 
the family. 

There are others, too, most 
notably Harlan's trusted 
caregiver Marta (Ana de 
Armas). The Thrombeys 
casually refer to her as 
"the help" and, in a run¬ 
ning gag, are all over the 
map when it comes to her 
native South American 
country. A deeper politi¬ 
cal dimension slowly takes 
shape as the family's cav¬ 
alier indifference to Marta 
plays a role in the movie's 
unspooling mysteries. Jug¬ 
gling themes of class privi¬ 
lege, immigration and eth- 
nocentricity, "Knives Out" is 
a whodunit for the Trump 
era. 

Some mysteries first sub¬ 
merge themselves in set¬ 
up, the crime in question 
and the entrance of its 
central detective. John¬ 
son is too restless for such 
an approach. He favors 
flashbacks, by the boat 
load, to go along with 
elaborate plot mechan¬ 
ics of reversals and per¬ 
spective switcheroos. 
That gives "Knives Out" a 
somewhat clunky and im¬ 
perfectly paced first act, 
something Johnson makes 
up for with the payoff of 


his finale. But for a movie 
with so many fine actors 
having so much fun, we 
get surprisingly little of the 
Thrombeys as a whole. 
Instead, our detective 
calls almost immediately. 
Enter Benoit Blanc (Daniel 
Craig), a flamboyant Loui¬ 
siana investigator of such 
renown that he's already 
been profiled in the New 
Yorker as "the last of the 
gentleman sleuths." Even 
with such immaculate set 
dressing all around him 
(the mystery writer's house 
is decorated through¬ 
out with murder weap¬ 
ons, including a throne of 
knives), Craig still manages 
to chew plenty of scenery 
with his heavily accented 
Southern-style Poirot. One 
calls him "Foghorn Leg¬ 
horn," another "CSI: KFC." 
He’s accompanied by an¬ 
other detective (an under¬ 
used Lakeith Stanfield) but 
he quickly makes Marta his 
sidekick; she has a useful 
aversion to lies, throwing 
up every time she tells one. 
There isn't much that isn't 
knowing in Johnson’s dia¬ 
logue. He delights in play¬ 
ing by the genre's rules 
and remaking them at 
once. There are winking 
references here to "Ham¬ 
ilton" and "Baby Driver," 
and "Knives Out" more 
than once risks being over¬ 
whelmed by self-satisfac¬ 
tion. But "Knives Out," in the 
end, believes earnestly in 
the whodunit, it just wants 
to turn it inside out. To say 
more about that would 
spoil the fun. But keep an 
eye here, and elsewhere, 
on de Armas. The "Blade 
Runner 2049" actress (soon 
to be seen in the next 
James Bond film, also with 
Craig) isn't the biggest star 
in a film awash with A-list- 
ers. But with neither cloak 
nor dagger, she seizes 
"Knives Out." It's hers. 
"Knives Out," a Lionsgate 
release, is rated PG-13 by 
the Motion Picture Asso¬ 
ciation of America for the¬ 
matic content, some dis¬ 
turbing images and strong 
language. Running time: 
126 minutes. Three and a 
half stars out of four. □ 
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New film explores legacy of Boston's Cocoanut Grove fire 



In this Nov. 28,1942 file photo, firemen inspect the ruins of the Cocoanut Grove nightclub in Bos¬ 
ton, where 492 people died in a fire. 

Associated Press 


By MARK PRATT 
BOSTON (AP) — Even 
though Boston's Cocoanut 
Grove fire happened long 
before she was born, Mi¬ 
chele Shapiro learned all 
about the disaster when 
she was a girl. 

Her grandfather, Frank Sha¬ 
piro, was at a nearby the¬ 
ater with his wife the night 
of Nov. 28, 1942, when 
a blaze tore through the 
swanky Cocoanut Grove 
nightclub, killing 492 peo¬ 
ple. The young lawyer 
helped with the rescue ef¬ 
forts and later represented 
the survivors and the es¬ 
tates of the victims. 

"I grew up hearing about 
this case because it was 
such a big part of his life," 
Michele Shapiro said. When 
she heard a filmmaker was 
making a documentary 
about the disaster, she had 
to get involved. 

The result is "Six Locked 
Doors: The Legacy of Co¬ 
coanut Grove," a nearly 
70-minute film that features 
interviews with survivors in 
their 90s, many of whom 
never before talked public¬ 
ly. The movie also includes 
archival footage, still pho¬ 
tographs and an examina¬ 
tion of the incompetence 
and corruption that al¬ 
lowed the conditions that 
led to the fire. 

The film has been screened 
several times, but producer 
Shapiro and director-writer 
Zachary Graves-Miller are 
now trying to raise money 
to distribute the movie to a 


wider audience to restore 
the disaster to public con¬ 
sciousness. 

"We think it's a really, really 
important story to tell," said 
Shapiro, a Wayland, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, native who now 
lives in New York. "This disas¬ 
ter was the basis for mod¬ 
ern day fire codes, and not 
many people know that. 
Four hundred ninety-two 
people died, but their lives 
weren't lost in vain because 
it led to so many safety 
measures." 

On the night of the fire, 
the Cocoanut Grove was 
packed with about 1,000 
people, double its capac¬ 
ity. Exit doors were locked 
to stop patrons from skip¬ 
ping out on their bills. 

The fire reportedly started 
when a teenage busboy 
lit a match to see a light 
socket and replace a 
burned-out bulb in an ar¬ 
tificial palm tree. The tree 
caught fire, and the pan¬ 
icked crowd surged to the 
revolving exit doors, which 
quickly became jammed 
with stacked-up bodies. 
Hundreds of people were 
trapped inside, killed by 
flames and toxic gases. 

The documentary looks at 
the tragedy from a fresh 
perspective, said Stepha¬ 
nie Schorow, a journalist 
and author of the book 
"The Cocoanut Grove Fire." 
"This movie is the first at¬ 
tempt to really cover the 
victims of the fire, and it re¬ 
ally focuses on the people 
hurt," said Schorow, who is 


interviewed in the film. 

The fire led to an overhaul 
and stricter enforcement 
of building safety codes 
across the nation. 

It also led to advances in 
the treatment of burns and 
lung injuries, as well as le¬ 
gal precedents in punish¬ 
ing those responsible, said 
Casey Grant, executive 
director emeritus of the Fire 
Protection Research Foun¬ 
dation, a nonprofit based 
in Massachusetts. It also 
changed the way respons¬ 
es to large-scale disasters 


are managed, he said. 

"The impact of Cocoanut 
Grove was enormous," he 
said. 

Nearly half of the 1,000 
people who were in the 
building that night died, 
and about half the survivors 
were injured, Grant said. 
"You had a one-in-four 
chance of getting out of 
there unscathed," he said. 
One of the major safety 
legacies of the blaze is that 
revolving doors in public 
buildings are now always 
flanked by two outward¬ 


swinging doors. 

The movie is a crucial re¬ 
minder for people to re¬ 
main aware of fire protec¬ 
tion and safety practices, 
even 77 years later. 

"We are continually fight¬ 
ing complacency," Grant 
said, pointing to The Sta¬ 
tion nightclub fire in West 
Warwick, Rhode Island, in 
2003, and the Ghost Ship 
fire in Oakland, California, 
in 2016. "Films like this are 
hugely important to remind 
us about the lessons of 
history 


'Queen & Slim' soundtrack a perfect mix of new and old songs 


By MELANIE J. SIMS 

The trailer for upcoming 
film "Queen & Slim" packs a 
ton — intensity and beauty, 
flashes of lightheartedness 
and the strain of heavi¬ 
ness, too. In similar fash¬ 
ion, "Queen & Slim: The 
Soundtrack" comes bear¬ 
ing plenty of the same, with 
16 songs expertly captur¬ 
ing the journey of the film's 
lead characters as they go 
on the run following a traf¬ 
fic stop that ends in the 
shooting of a police officer. 
"Queen & Slim" director Me¬ 
lina Matsoukas — who has 
won Grammys for directing 
music videos for Beyonce 


and Rihanna — and Emmy- 
winning writer Lena Waithe 
executive produced the 
soundtrack, along with 
Motown Records President 
Ethiopia Habtemariam. To¬ 
gether they're like the per¬ 
fect aux cord DJs. They hit 
play, and they don't miss, 
with a perfect mix of pleas¬ 
antly surprising old favorites 
— from Bilal to Mike Jones 
to Roy Ayers — and fresh 
new material, too. 

There's the high energy 
fun: Megan Thee Stallion's 
"Ride or Die," a New Or¬ 
leans bounce-music track 
featuring VickeeLo, along 
with The-Dream's rock- 



This cover image released by Motown Records shows the 
soundtrack for "Queen & Slim." 

Associated Press 


ing "Cedes Benz" and the 
dance-worthy "My Money, 
My Baby" from Nigerian art¬ 
ist Burna Boy. 

Add to that mix a feel-good 
crop of mellow music: Syd's 
extra sexy "Getting Late," 
Moses Sumney's haunting 
"Doomed" and the sweet 
"Yo Love" from Vince Sta¬ 
ples, 6lack and Mereba. 
The latter is an anthem per¬ 
fectly suited for a Bonnie 
and Clyde love story. 
Perhaps the crown jewel is 
a rare appearance from 
Ms. Lauryn Hill, whose new 
song "Guarding the Gates" 
is enough to bring a tear to 
her dearest fans' eyes. □ 
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Celebrities are deep into liquor, wine with their own brands 



This combination photo shows actor and businessman Dan Aykroyd at the Los Angeles premiere 
of "Ghostbusters" on July 9, 2016, right, and a bottle of his Crystal Head Vodka. Celebrities are 
deep into the liquor and wine business with their own brands that are particularly gifty for drink- 
loving fans 

Associated Press 


By LEANNE ITALIE 
NEW YORK (AP) — From 
Kate Hudson's new vodka 
to Dylan Sprouse's Brooklyn- 
made mead, celebrities 
with their own brands of 
spirits and wines can make 
drink-loving fans happy at 
the holidays. 

You can find other pillars 
of culture with bottles, in¬ 
cluding TV shows and the 
high-brow auction house 
Sotheby's. Whether your 
gift recipient is into Florida 
Georgia Line or Diane Ke¬ 
aton, there may be a bot¬ 
tle out there ready for you 
to buy and wrap up. 

Some ideas: 

HUDSON: Her just-launched 
King St. Vodka is gluten- 
free, non-GMO and dis¬ 
tilled in Santa Barbara, 
California. It's inspired by 
memories of her former 
home on King Street in New 
York City. At select retailers 
and online at kingstvodka. 
com. $24.99. 

SPROUSE: The former child 
star is co-founder of All-Wise 
Meadery. It uses an apiary 
in upstate New York. Mead, 
by the way, is a honey wine 
fermented with yeast and 
water. Among the com¬ 
pany's flavor profiles is a 
variety infused with oolong 
tea. At select retailers and 
online at allwisemeadery. 
com. $35. 

KEATON: She has a collec¬ 
tion of wines. The Keaton. 
All are sourced from the 
north coast of California. 
A percenfage of proceeds 
supports the Cleveland 
Clinic Lou Ruvo Center for 
Brain Health. Widely avail¬ 
able. $14.49. 

RYAN REYNOLDS: First, he 
tasted Aviation Gin, then 
he acquired a piece of 
the company. It's highly 
rated even by some wine 
aficionados. Wine Enthusi¬ 
ast called it a clean, neu¬ 
tral profile with "bewitching 
hints of caraway, juniper, 
grapefruit and a dry, faintly 
spicy finish." Widely avail¬ 
able. $30.99. 

BRYAN CRANSTON, AAR¬ 
ON PAUL: They debuted 
their artisanal Dos Hombres 
mezcal in twin Instagram 
posts last July, and fans 
thought they were getting 
the "Breaking Bad" band 
back together. It's made in 
a remote part of Oaxaca in 


Mexico. At select retailers 
and online at reservebar. 
com. $65. 

BRAD Pin AND ANGELINA 
JOLIE: Post-divorce, they 
still jointly own the Mira- 
val estate and vineyard 
in France's Provence. In 
partnership with the Perrin 
family, Miraval is known for 
roses. Its Chateau Miraval 
Cotes de Provence Rose 
has an aroma of fresh fruit 
and spring flowers. $27.99. 


Chateau Miraval Studio is a 
pale pink with notes of fresh 
fruit and citrus fruit. $18.99. 
SOTHEBY'S: Sotheby’s Wine, 
a branch of the famed 
auction house, has cu¬ 
rated a collection of 12 
bottles. Part of fhe mis¬ 
sion was fo provide good 
wine af reasonable prices, 
which range from $16.95 
to $39.95. Available at the 
Sotheby's Wine retail store 
in Manhattan and online at 


SothebysWine.com. 

JAY-Z: He's a partner with 
Bacardi Limited in D'Usse 
cognac. D'Usse XO has 
notes of ripe blackberry 
and apricot and D'Usse 
VSOP includes hints of spic¬ 
es, almond and cinnamon. 
They're made at the Cha¬ 
teau de Cognac in France. 
Widely available. D'Usse 
XO goes for $199 to $229 
and the VSOP for $49.99 fo 
$54.99. 


DRAKE: He created Virginia 
Black Decadent American 
Whiskey with spirits entre¬ 
preneur and sommelier 
Brent Hocking. It's a collec¬ 
tion of bourbon rated high¬ 
ly by some in the industry. It 
sips with notes of oak and 
vanilla, finishing with a hint 
of toffee. Widely available. 
$39.00. 

FRANCIS FORD COPPOLA: 

Call him the, uh, godfather 
of celebrity wine. The direc¬ 
tor bought his first California 
vineyard in 1995 and a sec¬ 
ond, the Francis Ford Cop¬ 
pola Winery, in 2009. Bottles 
from the latter include Dia¬ 
mond Collection Oregon 
Pinot Noir ($21), with flavors 
of boysenberry, cherry and 
mocha, and Director's Cut 
Cinema ($44), a blend of 
cabernet sauvignon, zin- 
fandel, sirah and petite sir- 
ah. Shop around. 

FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE: 
The country music duo of 
Tyler Hubbard and Brian 
Kelley put out Old Camp. 
It's a smooth peach pe¬ 
can whiskey with hints of 
caramel and a light spice, 
aged a minimum of two 
years in white American 
oak barrels. Widely avail¬ 
able. $19.99.DOWNTON 
ABBEY: Highclere Castle, 
the face of the British TV 
drama and movie, just 
launched Highclere Castle 
Gin in the United States. It's 
inspired by botanicals from 
the estate’s herb gardens 
originally planted in the 9th 
century. $48.99. Available 
offline in 15 states and on¬ 
line at caskers.com. 
MATTHEW McCONAUGHEY: 
He partnered with whis¬ 
key giant Wild Turkey on 
Longbranch, made in Law- 
renceburg, Kentucky. It's 
refined with Texas mesquite 
and oak charcoals, hon¬ 
oring his roots in Kentucky 
and Texas. The flavor offers 
notes of caramel, pear and 
citrus. Widely available. 
$39.99. 

CONOR McGREGOR: The 

MMA champion launched 
Proper No. Twelve Irish 
Whiskey last year. It ex¬ 
presses his love of all things 
Ireland. The whiskey has 
hints of vanilla and a hon- 
ey-like sweetness. $24.99. A 
portion of proceeds goes 
to first responder organiza¬ 
tions. Shop around.Q 



This combination photo shows Drake performing as part of the Summer Sixteen Tour in New York 
on Aug. 5,201 6, left, and his Virginia Black Decadent American Whiskey. Celebrities are deep into 
the liquor and wine business with their own brands that are particularly gifty for drink-loving fans. 

Associated Press 











